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[The Deputy Speaker in the chair]

The Deputy Speaker: Good afternoon, hon. members. Please
remain standing while we listen to God Save the Queen.

Recording:
God save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen!
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save the Queen!

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. members, please be seated.

Ministerial Statements

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Premier.

Legacy of Former MLA Manmeet Singh Bhullar

Mr. Kenney: Thank you, Madam Speaker. We can often become
distracted from the real reason that brings, I believe, all of us to this
place regardless of political stripe, and that is service, service to the
public, service to this province. It is this service that leads all of us
here, in one way or another, to a calling to help make life better for
Albertans.

No one embodied this call to service more than Manmeet Singh
Bhullar. He was always driven to help others. Born in Calgary on
March 1, 1980, Manmeet, or Meeta as he was known to his friends,
would commit himself to building his community very early on. In
2008 he became the then youngest MLA to be elected to Alberta’s
27th Legislature, but his election would be a symbol for so many as
he prominently rose through the ranks of the Progressive
Conservative caucus before on October 12,2011, becoming the first
turbaned Sikh appointed to a cabinet in Canada.

While he served in several portfolios, including Service Alberta
and Infrastructure, it is his work as minister of human services that
stands out for so many. Manmeet came to this challenging role with
his heart wide open, as it always was, ready to do the hard work
necessary to bring more transparency and accountability to the
reporting of the fatalities of children in government care. Most
notably, he introduced in this Chamber what would abolish the
publication ban that prevented families from speaking out when
their child passed away while in the care of the government. At the
time he said, and I quote: I believe we must empower those who are
closest to these children to speak or not to speak; it is their right as
human beings; if we do not have the right to speak up about justice
as individuals, then we have taken away too much. Unquote.

Madam Speaker, many will remember the news conference
where Manmeet announced this transformational change in govern-
ment policy and how his voice broke when he spoke. That’s just
who he was. Compassion and empathy coursed through his veins.
Driven by the deep desire to leave this province a better place than
he found it, Manmeet’s every action embodied the essence of his
Sikh faith, especially the principle of seva, or selfless service to
others.

Madam Speaker, that hard work and passion would prove to be
an inspiration for so many, especially in his own community. Today
across party lines in Legislatures throughout Canada we see elected

Canadians proudly wearing a turban, such as the Member for
Calgary-Falconridge, and filling critical roles in public service.

But it was not just his notable place in history that made Manmeet
special to so many. It was just him: his larger than life personality,
his kindness, his laugh that could light up a room, his passion for
service, his ability to make friends and strangers alike laugh and
feel welcome. People who sat in this place with Manmeet can share
countless stories about his kindness, as we’ve heard in recent
speeches on a bill that will be voted on shortly, and its often global
outreach.

In fact, I will never forget the last time I was with Meeta. It was
at one of the gurdwara here in Edmonton in early October 2015. We
were there to discuss his proposal for Canada to create a special
refugee resettlement program for Sikhs in Afghanistan who were
facing violent persecution. I was meeting with him in my capacity
as Minister of National Defence and, in part based on his input, had
made a commitment that, if re-elected, the government which I
served would create such a program. I know that that was not only
for Manmeet but his father and family a point of great emphasis and
priority, which was to offer Canada’s protection and freedom to
Sikhs who were being persecuted for their faith.

The MLA for Calgary-Hays shared some of these stories,
remembering Manmeet in this place on November 25, 2015. That
was just two days after Meeta was killed in a final act of service,
stopping to help someone on the QE II highway, something he
didn’t need to do and that countless others undoubtedly drove by
and avoided doing, but not Manmeet Bhullar. He stopped to offer
help to someone who was in need, demonstrating through such an
ordinary act of kindness the man that he truly was.

Although his life was tragically taken far too early, the legacy
that he leaves will be one that is felt for generations to come. Words
and tributes, no matter how sincere, will never be able to heal the
wound that his sudden departure has left, but hopefully those who
knew and loved Manmeet will find some solace in the outpouring of
tributes that continue to this day whenever his name is brought up.

I know that none of the people that Manmeet touched with his
life will ever forget him. This province will not forget him, from the
school which now bears his name in Calgary to the constituency
that will soon, this afternoon I believe, forever remember him in
this place, where he served. So as we stand here today, let us all
seek to answer Manmeet’s call and remember why we are in this
place, what drove him to this place: to serve, to build our
communities, and to leave this province better than we found it.

Thank you, Madam Speaker. [Standing ovation]

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Thank you, Madam Speaker. I rise just to advise
the Assembly that pursuant to Standing Order 7(8) the daily Routine
may continue beyond 3 o’clock p.m.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-McCall.

Mr. Sabir: Thank you, Madam Speaker. It is my honour to rise and
respond to the statement made by the Premier. Let me begin by
saying that the Official Opposition fully supports renaming the
Calgary-McCall constituency to Calgary-Bhullar-McCall in honour
of the late Manmeet Singh Bhullar. I’m honoured that the constitu-
ency I represent will now pay tribute to Manmeet’s contribution to
Calgary and this province. Many of us were here in the Legislature
on the tragic evening in November 2015 when we heard about
Manmeet’s accident, and we still mourn with the family his loss.
Madam Speaker, I had the honour and privilege this week of
speaking with the Bhullar family, and this recognition is indeed
important for the family and the entire community. Manmeet was
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well known for his dedication to public service and social justice
and work he did as an MLA and minister. I became minister of
human services in 2015, after Manmeet had been minister. I still
remember the advice he gave me and that he was always available
to take my calls and answer my questions. I’m sure many of us who
worked with him have fond memories of him to share. He will
certainly be remembered for his public service, and it’s a fitting
tribute to his service.

1:40

Northeast Calgary, as you know, is one of the most diverse parts
of this province. As his family reminded me, naming places matters
and can help kids in this community of northeast Calgary and across
Calgary see themselves reflected in our democratic institutions. It
is important for the family and the community that they see
Manmeet Singh Bhullar’s name alongside Frederick McCall’s name,
a celebrated World War I veteran known for his heroic contribution
to our country.

In closing, I think that this name change is a positive step and
highlights the public service of an exemplary Albertan and Canadian.
As members of this House we should all strive to dedicate ourselves
to the service of this province and make sure we leave this province
in better condition than we found it in.

Thank you, Madam Speaker. [Standing ovation]

Members’ Statements

Official Opposition Women Members

Ms Ganley: “Nevertheless, she persisted.” It was originally said
about a woman politician trying to make a valid point over the
objections of those around her, but it became a rallying cry for so
many women trying to make change that was once believed
impossible, words that I believe could be applied to the colleagues
I stand beside each and every day in the face of this government,
colleagues that have pushed back on the government’s war with
health care workers, forced them to grudgingly halt their plans to
strip-mine the Rockies, and finally pushed them to agree to a child
care deal. “Nevertheless, she persisted.” When they told us that
asking questions isn’t classy and that we should “settle down, kitty
cat,” through the half-truths, the arrogance, the condescension, and
the mansplaining, they persist, and I am proud to stand with them
to fight for the countless Albertans that we speak for.

Alberta has been through so much. In a global pandemic this UCP
government acted last and least in every possible way. The UCP
have ghosted Albertans when they needed support most, diminished
the risks of COVID, refused to make schools safer, attacked
experts, and mocked anyone with questions. People have lost loved
ones. Surgeries have been cancelled, resulting in tens of thousands
suffering lifelong impacts. This UCP government doesn’t even
have the good grace to look embarrassed. Women have had to step
back to keep their children safe, have worked two jobs at once, but
this government thinks they were taking time off. Despite being
abandoned and ridiculed by the government meant to protect them,
Albertans stand up. They stand up for each other. They stand up for
science, for the environment, for children, for education, and for
health care workers that, in turn, stand up for each and every one of
us.

Albertans have struggled in this pandemic and under the terrible
decisions of this government. Nevertheless, she will persist, and we
will overcome this terrible UCP government.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-East.

Legacy of Former MLA Manmeet Singh Bhullar

Mr. Singh: Thank you, Madam Speaker. On November 23, 2015,
a chill fell over our province. On that day Manmeet Bhullar, the
former MLA for Calgary-Montrose and Calgary-Greenway, passed
away while trying to help another driver in distress on the QE II
highway. He was just 35 years old. This tragedy rocked the
Legislature at a time of political turmoil. Time stood still as we all
took stock of a life well lived.

Manmeet had many remarkable career accomplishments in his
short time on this Earth. He had gone to school to become a lawyer,
but his true calling was always public service. At 28 years of age
Manmeet became the youngest member elected to Alberta’s 27th
Legislature. His skill as a legislator and ability as an orator soon saw
him managing several important ministries, all while he worked
tirelessly to elevate Alberta’s Punjabi Sikh community.

A deeply spiritual person, Manmeet was also a humanitarian. In
one example, he criss-crossed the country, working selflessly on his
own time to secure immigration approvals for Sikh families from
Afghanistan who needed refuge in Canada. Manmeet was a gentle
giant who towered over everyone who met him, but his work ethic,
passion, and kindness remain his greatest personal qualities.

Manmeet passed away as he lived, serving others, and I am so
deeply honoured that the government has introduced legislation to
recognize him forever in the cultural fabric of our province. As you
know, Madam Speaker, Bill 87 secks to rename the constituency of
Calgary-McCall to Calgary-Bhullar-McCall. Manmeet was a
northeast kid through and through. I hope this entire Legislature
supports Bill 87. Elected office can be gruelling, but Manmeet
showed us that this job can be done with a smile, with courage and
kindness.

Thank you, Madam Speaker. [Standing ovation]

Hanukkah

Mr. Gotfried: Madam Speaker, this past Sunday people of the
Jewish faith gathered across our province to light the menorah and
mark the beginning of Hanukkah, or the festival of lights. For eight
days Jewish people will gather, pray, eat potato latkes, sing songs,
and spin the dreidel. While celebrations and traditions around
Hanukkah are fun filled, with light and laughter, this holiday was
born in dark times, reflecting upon both survival and victory.

The victory was that of the Maccabean Jews in retaking the Holy
City of Jerusalem after the outlawing of holy services and looting
of the second temple. The Jewish people returned to see that there
was only enough oil to provide light for a single day. Madam
Speaker, that light lasted for eight days and is one of the miracles
of Hanukkah. From Biblical times through the Crusades to the
pogroms of Communist regimes and the evils of Nazi Germany, the
faith and journey of the Jewish people, my people, my family, and
their hope for a brighter future have never waned. Through darkness
will come light in the many stories told and those that may never be
told.

[ know these lessons resonate with all of us in a welcoming and
just society. At this midpoint in celebrations it reminds me that all
Albertans can truly embrace the meaning and community-spirited
messages of Hanukkah in the reflection of the steadfast resolve and
resiliency of everyday Albertans. These are indeed challenging
times — a major economic downturn, volatile energy prices, and a
pandemic — but this is also a time for us to reflect with optimism on
the limitless opportunities ahead. Hannukah reminds us that through
good deeds we can be the light that shines over the darkness. We in
this Chamber can be the hope in difficult times.



December 2, 2021

Alberta Hansard

6763

Madam Speaker, thank you to all of our dear friends of the Jewish
faith celebrating joyously with family and friends over the next few
days. Shalom, may peace be with you. [Remarks in Hebrew]

Thank you.

Support for Persons with Disabilities

Ms Renaud: Since 1992 the global community has been observing
December 3 as International Day of Persons with Disabilities as a
result of a UN General Assembly resolution. Every annual
observance is named and themed. This year’s theme is to promote
an understanding of disability issues and mobilize support and
awareness. While we can all acknowledge that raising awareness is
important and often the first step towards making lasting change, it
is hollow and meaningless if the day of celebration is not followed by
a tangible shift towards the ultimate goal, which is the creation of a
society where disabled citizens are not excluded but valued members.

Every year I look back and try to measure the progress we as a
province have made, and I believe we’ve lost ground under this
UCP government. This government will trot out different ministers
to boast about a few million invested here or there for something
with the word “disability” in it, but they are missing the mark. These
are little Band-Aids over open wounds of exclusion and isolation.
In the last year we’ve watched disabled Albertans sink further into
poverty as a direct result of legislative changes made by the UCP.
Legislative changes can be devastating on lives: deindexing of all
income support benefits, eliminating supplemental housing benefits,
changing eligibility for income supports, eliminating seclusion
room bans, and on and on.

Far too many disabled Albertans live in abject poverty, substandard
housing, and are forced to rely on the charity of others for survival.
Sadly, this government’s only solution seems to be to give charities
help fundraising instead of addressing the causes of poverty and
isolation. In 2004 the United Nations’ theme day of observance was
Nothing about Us without Us. It is my hope that this government
quickly learns that failure to include all citizens who’ll be impacted
by changes being proposed will result in more failures and more
harm. I hope that from next year’s IDPD, as it’s known, the look
backwards will not be as disappointing as this year’s.

Thank you.

Health Care Workers’ Vaccination
and Rapid Testing for COVID-19

Mr. Williams: Since August tens of thousands of Albertans have
been waiting to see if their hospitals, doctors, nurses will be told by
Alberta Health Services’ leadership that they’re not wanted
anymore. Dozens of Alberta communities have been wondering if
this rapacious and reckless plan would move access to life-saving
health care even further away. This week the government took steps
to mitigate and intervene at the eleventh hour on this crazed plan to
just let entire towns lose their health care. By forcing AHS to allow
rapid testing, the Minister of Health’s directive is saving many
communities from health care oblivion. AHS leadership has held a
knife to the throat, every day for 91 days, of many of my remote
communities by not implementing any plan B. Qui curat? Who
cares, Madam Speaker? That seems to be a fitting new motto for an
organization that used to put patients first.

1:50
I want to thank all AHS employees, vaccinated or not, for their
service to our province and citizens during this pandemic.

No matter how you feel about vaccine mandates, Albertans should
be appalled by the way AHS leadership was willing to let this

unravel. Essential health care workers would have been dismissed
in communities already in short supply: essential care, gone. How
many cancer diagnoses missed, prescriptions not prescribed, and
lives lost? And why? Are our tax dollars not worth as much? Are
our most vulnerable, our sick, and our dying not worthy of care as
well? AHS leadership has abandoned Albertans. In an absolute act
of shame their plan was to abrogate their obligation to the sick and
dying Albertans and instead concentrate themselves with legal
liability, crass ideology, capricious authoritarianism, or who knows
what.

Madam Speaker, so much moralizing has gone on from the
world’s public health authorities during this pandemic, but most of
its smugness has been directed towards constituents like mine.
They’ve now moralized their way to a point where they’d rather
give up delivering health care itself than give up their pride. Trust
is now severed with our health czars, likely beyond repair. Their
unyielding plan would have left our most vulnerable constituents
without care. Shame on them.

Oral Question Period

The Deputy Speaker: 1 will now ask the hon. Member for
Edmonton-Glenora.

COVID-19 Response and Premier’s Leadership

Ms Hoffman: Madam Speaker, the fourth wave of COVID-19 has
been devastating. More than 100,000 Albertans have tested positive
since July 1, 954 people died, and tens of thousands of Albertans
had their surgeries cancelled. The damage from this fourth wave
was even worse than any other because the Premier went to Europe
and left no one in charge as cases rose. The government refused to
tell Albertans who was in charge in August, so we FOIPed it. Looks
like it was the Education minister. To the Education minister: when
were you briefed about the fourth wave, and why did you do nothing?

Mr. Kenney: Madam Speaker, that is completely ridiculous. I can
inform the member and the House that the former Minister of
Health continued to be on the job every single day, seven days a
week. It’s true that he took a period of time with his family to have
a bit of personal time. I remember one day speaking to him during
that so-called vacation. I said: “How is it going? Are you getting
any time with the family?” He said, “Well, I’'ve been on the phone
for eight hours straight.” I was talking to that minister every single
day, but I guess what we’re learning here is that when the NDP took
time off, they turned off their phones and they stopped working.
That’s never happened on this side of the House.

Ms Hoffman: With all due respect, Madam Speaker, I’'m not asking
these questions of the Premier. We already know that he wasn’t in
charge, so he can stay seated.

Madam Speaker, the documents say that the Education minister
was the Acting Minister of Health — it’s right here, Premier — in all
of August. That means she would have been briefed on all health
matters, including the pandemic. The Premier was abroad. The
Health minister was away. Once again to the Minister of Education.
When cases tripled and it was clear that action was needed, you did
nothing. You must have wanted to. Why didn’t you?

Mr. Kenney: Madam Speaker, what complete rubbish. I'm just
trying to figure out if the member actually knows how ridiculous
this is. The letter to which she is referring is a formality for signing
authority, period. The former Minister of Health, the current Minister
of Labour and Immigration, was fully engaged, spending hour after
hour, day after day. While he wasn’t in the office to sign things, he
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was holding briefings. He was briefing cabinet committees. He was
being briefed by his officials, making critical decisions, just as I
was, on a period of personal time. I guess that’s not what the NDP
did when they were on time.

Ms Hoffman: “Acting minister” means being able to act, Premier.
Acting ministers make decisions. They take meetings. They’re kept
in the loop. I know; I’ve done it. It’s the same with other Albertans
when they get their co-workers to cover shifts for them when they
take a week off. But the only covering that’s happening here is the
Premier’s attempt to cover it up. We asked this question weeks ago,
and no one over there wanted to admit that they were in charge.
Zero accountability. To the Education minister: what health matters
did you act on during August? It says in your calendar that you were
acting. Obviously, it wasn’t the rapid spread of this deadly virus.

Mr. Kenney: Madam Speaker, all we’re learning from this
ridiculous line of questioning is that, apparently, the NDP cabinet
just worked union hours. When they booked off at 5 p.m. and went
home, it was over. If they took personal time, they were done. I can
tell you that this minister — I spoke to him almost every single day,
sometimes for two-hour briefings, while he was supposedly on
holiday. I said, “I hope you’re getting some time off.” He said: “You
know what? At least the kids are getting a bit of time.” How dare the
NDP suggest that members of government can’t do their job while
also spending a bit of time with their families. Shame on them.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glenora on
her second set of questions.

Ms Hoffman: Madam Speaker, another troubling thing about this
FOIP is that it shows that the Premier and the Health minister took
vacations at the same time . . .

An Hon. Member: Shame. Shame.

Ms Hoffman: That is a shame.

... not a good decision during a pandemic. The Premier had
ample time to sort out vacations so everyone could get a break and
Albertans could still have leadership. To the Premier: why did you
approve the Health minister’s vacation at the same time as yours?
Why did you both leave?

Mr. Kenney: Madam Speaker, it’s absolutely clear that I, the
minister — I believe that all ministers, when they are on private time,
continue to do their jobs, be in charge of their files. Let’s be blunt.
I guess what we’re learning is that when the current Leader of the
Opposition would leave for weeks to her cottage in British
Columbia to sample some of the products of the Okanagan valley,
she wasn’t in touch with her office and, God forbid, the then Deputy
Premier was in charge.

Ms Hoffman: Maybe in the next question the Premier will tell us
what he was drinking when he was in Europe.

Madam Speaker, this cuts to the heart of trust. Albertans deserve
to know that their leaders are in charge and in the know, especially
when it comes to a deadly pandemic. The Premier wants Albertans
to believe that he managed this response from time zones on an
eight-hour difference from our own, but we know that there are no
e-mails, no calls of the chief medical officer of health, and action
was delayed for weeks. Does the Premier really want us to believe
it’s too much to ask for him to co-ordinate his vacation with the
Health minister in the middle of a public health crisis?

Mr. Kenney: I will repeat yet again, Madam Speaker, that I was in
constant contact with the hon. the Minister of Health, received

regular briefings. All of that is on the record. You know, it’s as
though they imagine that when, like, say, the President of the United
States goes outside of Washington, somehow the government shuts
down or that when the Prime Minister is on the road to Tofino or
something, somehow the government of Canada shuts down.
Responsible leaders continue to do their jobs. They’re responsible
24/7. That’s how I’ve always regarded my job.

Ms Hoffman: Madam Speaker, this is important because we know
the COVID situation can and does change rapidly. It’s changing
right now. This decision made by the Premier to leave and to let his
Health minister go as well meant that no one was in charge. Frankly,
we can’t have this happen again, Premier, not when omicron is
emerging and could pose a serious risk to public health. Will the
Premier commit to releasing public documents showing who is on
vacation and who will be acting during the upcoming holiday
season? It’s too serious for the Premier not to take accountability.

Mr. Kenney: Well, Madam Speaker, on Christmas Day I hope to
gather with some family in Calgary. You know, I’ll probably be
checking my phone several times a day to see if I need to respond
to any emergencies, as is typically the case seven days a week, 365
days a year. That’s the burden of leadership. Why did, apparently,
the NDP cabinet think that when they booked off, their jobs were
done? That’s not the Alberta ethic; that’s the NDP work ethic.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-City Centre.

Surgery Wait Times

Mr. Shepherd: While the Premier attempts to gloss over his
disastrous response to the fourth wave, the real truth becomes clear
when you talk to the people in pain because of the UCP’s negligence.
Yesterday I stood with Scott Whynott, an Airdrie man whose heart
surgery was cancelled three times and his postoperative care as
well. He will likely never return to work or walk without great
difficulty again. Scott is 56, but doctors say that he may only live a
few more years. There are thousands of cases like Scott’s, Albertans
abandoned by the UCP. Will the Premier tell this House exactly
how many surgeries to date have been cancelled in the fourth wave?

Mr. Kenney: Well, Madam Speaker, we’ve answered that question.
The good news is that AHS is now at 85 per cent of their baseline
surgical capacity. We’re back on our way to 100 per cent and then
higher from there to start bringing wait times down. Let us not
forget that under the NDP wait times went up for virtually every
significant procedure in the province, which is why this government
added $900 million to the baseline Health budget to implement our
surgical initiative to get to acceptable wait times across the board.
Why did the NDP vote against that billion dollars for Alberta
surgeries?

2:00

Mr. Shepherd: What a shameful response to Mr. Whynott and the
thousands of other Albertans.

We know that over 15,000 surgeries were cancelled as of early
November, but we also know that number is increasing every single
day, people suffering in pain, their health worsening every day,
suffering from anxiety and depression. Instead of accepting
responsibility for their failure, this UCP government is trying to
sweep those Albertans under the rug. The Premier knows exactly
how many surgeries have been cancelled in the fourth wave, not the
percentage capacity; the real number to date for their negligence.
Will he give it to this House today, or like his fourth wave strategy,
is he simply planning to ignore it and hope it goes away?
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Mr. Kenney: Well, Madam Speaker, once again the divisive NDP
pretends that COVID is simply an Alberta challenge. I can assure
the member that every province in Canada is facing surgical delays
because of COVID. Quebec is at 85 per cent of capacity for
surgeries, just as Alberta is. We do have to ask a more fundamental
question. Why is it that every province in Canada has been so
significantly challenged to provide for capacity here? That’s a
challenge I’ve given to the hon. the Minister of Health, to come
back with a plan to increase capacity for ICUs and the fungibility
between intensive care and surgical treatment.

Mr. Shepherd: Madam Speaker, this is the only province in
Canada where the government sat paralyzed while the Premier
sunned himself in Europe, letting the fourth wave rise and these
15,000 surgeries and counting get cancelled. Real Albertans
suffering: that just seems to be a political inconvenience for this
Premier.

We can’t solve this problem unless we understand the scale, so |
wrote to the president of AHS today to ask for the number that the
Premier refuses to provide. If he has even the slightest bit of
compassion for Albertans like Scott Whynott and the tens of
thousands of others, he will stand and tell that number right now.
So what will it be? Compassion for these victims of his crisis or
more spin to cover his failure?

Mr. Kenney: Madam Speaker, of course, we empathize with
people whose surgeries have been affected by COVID-19 and
people who have been affected by COVID-19, just as we empathize
with the thousands of people who have been waiting unacceptably
for surgical wait times even before COVID. This is a fundamental
challenge for us as Albertans, and that’s one reason why we’ve
added nearly a billion dollars to what was already Canada’s second-
largest health care budget, the largest in Alberta history, to undo the
damage of the NDP’s growth in surgical wait times, because we
have to put patients at the heart of our health care system, not
ideology.

Income Support Program Funding

Mr. Nielsen: The UCP are cutting the learner programs from
income support in their red tape bill. This will be devastating to
thousands of adult learners and newcomers who use this program
to learn needed skills such as language training. The regulation they
claim will replace it clearly states that the minister only needs to
fund it if there are available funds. Arbitrary grants through
regulation are a much weaker process than guaranteed funding
through legislation. To the Minister of Advanced Education: will
you commit that you will not cut a single dollar from a program that
helps struggling Albertans learn job skills?

Mr. Nicolaides: Madam Speaker, I’m interested to know why the
members opposite keep opposing the changes that we have in the
bill. These changes will allow us to offer more flexible options to
Albertans. | think we all know that at this time we continue to
struggle with higher unemployment rates. We need to make every
effort to help ensure that all programs we offer are supporting
Albertans and unemployed Albertans to reskill and re-enter the
workforce and succeed. Again, I don’t know why the members
opposite are opposed to helping Albertans.

Mr. Nielsen: The correct answer was: I won’t.

The NDP indexed income supports because it made a meaningful
difference in people’s lives and their ability to afford basic needs.
The UCP claimed to support this while in opposition but
immediately broke their word as soon as they were in government.

The UCP also kicked thousands of Albertans off the shelter benefits,
which has pushed many Albertans out of their homes and onto the
street. The UCP can’t be trusted on this file. Can the Minister of
Community and Social Services please explain: after all the harm
this government has already done to vulnerable Albertans, why is
he also coming after their ability to learn job skills?

Mr. Luan: Madam Speaker, as I mentioned so many times in the
House in the last couple of weeks, the Alberta government continues
to be committed to help Albertans with income support and other
disabilities so that they can meet their daily needs. We’ve talked so
many times in this House: AISH benefits, $1.3 billion, the highest
in Alberta history; AISH benefits, $1,685 per month, the highest in
the country. Facts speak louder than political rhetoric.

Mr. Nielsen: The fact is that you cut their money.

Cutting this learner income support is not the first time that the
UCP have attacked newcomers trying to learn job skills. Earlier this
year the UCP changed the eligibility for the learner income support
and skills investment bursary, and far fewer people are qualifying.
The UCP has still not answered our questions about this. Adult
learners use these programs to help them gain skills for employment
and to be able to better participate in their communities. Can the
associate minister of red tape please explain why she thinks that job
training for adult learners and newcomers is red tape that needs to
be cut?

Mr. Nicolaides: Madam Speaker, that question is complete
nonsense. Over $95 million is allotted in the provincial budget to
support foundational learning programs. These programs are
essential, but the members opposite don’t want to help improve
these programs. I can’t understand why. We want to improve these
programs to help more Albertans access diverse programming to
reskill and upgrade their skills to enter the workforce. Again, I can’t
understand why they want to keep Albertans out of the workforce.
That’s what we’re focused on through these changes, through red
tape reduction, to improve the process and help get more Albertans
back to work. [interjections]

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. members, we’re getting a little bit
yelly. Maybe this is a good time to remind all members to respect
those that are speaking.

Designated Industrial Zones

Mrs. Frey: Madam Speaker, Brooks-Medicine Hat has a very strong
and vibrant industrial sector. While we are known for our natural
gas, it isn’t the only industrial product that we produce. The past
few months businesses have struggled to stay afloat because of
world-wide economic recessions as well as the collapse in oil
prices. I ran on a platform, as well as my colleagues, to bring fresh
new ideas and a new perspective to our industrial sector. Recently
the minister announced that preapproved industrial zones are being
created throughout the province. Can the Minister of Environment
and Parks tell us what exactly a preapproved industrial zone is?

Mr. Jason Nixon: Madam Speaker, a dedicated industrial zone
pilot project in Alberta’s Industrial Heartland will establish a best-
in-class regulatory framework that will help attract new investment
and create good jobs for Albertans while continuing to meet
important environmental outcomes. The designated industrial zone
project is a government commitment to streamline a regulatory
process in Alberta’s Industrial Heartland. It’s a unique system to
create a competitive regulatory framework. We’re excited about it,
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and we do believe it’s going to attract a significant amount of
investment to the province of Alberta.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Brooks-Medicine Hat.

Mrs. Frey: Thank you, Madam Speaker, and thank you, Minister.
Given that in my area many depend on the good-paying jobs that
industrial services provide for their families and given that the
industrial sector across Alberta is served by many small businesses
in the region, who otherwise wouldn’t exist without them, and
given that these business relationships are dependent on the ability
of our area to maintain existing projects and attract new investment,
can the minister tell the residents of Brooks-Medicine Hat how the
creation of these zones could help us out?

Mr. Jason Nixon: Well, Madam Speaker, many other areas in the
province have expressed interest in doing a dedicated industrial
zone, including the MD of Greenview, Medicine Hat, Grande
Prairie, Red Deer, Joffre. The learnings that we’re going to get from
the dedicated industrial zone pilot that is happening right now will
allow us to evaluate, test, and then improve the concept for potential
application all across the province.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Brooks-Medicine Hat.

Mrs. Frey: Well, thank you again, Madam Speaker and Minister.
Given that the natural gas and oil sector of Brooks-Medicine Hat
was hit particularly hard during the pandemic and given that the
carlier world-wide collapse in oil prices may have caused hesitation
when considering expanding operations or even new investment
with industrial companies in the area and given that this hesitation
had a significant impact on jobs in my riding and the economic
stability of many, is the same minister able to tell the members how
preapproved industrial zones will better position Alberta and
specifically the wonderful constituency of Brooks-Medicine Hat for
recovery?

Mr. Jason Nixon: Well, Madam Speaker, combined with other
government initiatives such as support for the petrochemical
industry, the Alberta petrochemical initiative program, and the
ongoing red tape reduction efforts inside the province, the
designated industrial zone has the potential to help attract billions
of dollars in capital investment and support thousands of direct and
indirect jobs. I’'m proud to say that one of the reasons we saw an
announcement of billions of dollars of investment in Fort
Saskatchewan from the Dow project and the thousands of jobs that
go with it is because of the hard work that we’ve done on dedicated
industrial zones in the province, and I anticipate that when we can
make this concept work in places like Brooks and Medicine Hat,
you’ll see the same results, thousands of jobs and people going to
work, while meeting our environmental outcomes.

2:10 Member for Vermilion-Lloydminster-Wainwright’s
Remarks on Climate Change

Mr. Schmidt: Yesterday the environment minister stood in this
House and defended the climate change denial coming from his
caucus. This is what Albertans have come to expect from this
government, but maybe today we’ll see a different response when
it comes to respecting the people who sent us here. Yesterday the
Member for Vermilion-Lloydminster-Wainwright responded to a
constituent concerned about his climate change denial and insulted
them as a person with limited self-awareness. Is it the policy of this
UCP government to insult Albertans who disagree with them, or
will the minister apologize for his colleague’s abuse of Albertans?

Mr. Jason Nixon: Madam Speaker, the member of the 30th
Legislature who has had to apologize the most, who has risen in this
place and wished female politicians dead, who attacked other
people inside this Chamber the other day and lost a point of
privilege: it is very rich to rise asking that question.

Ms Gray: Point of order.

Mr. Jason Nixon: When is he going to apologize for his behaviour
to this Chamber, and when is he going to apologize for his party’s
behaviour? When it comes to climate change, this government is
proud of the work that we’re doing with our industry to be able to
make sure that we can meet our environmental obligations and still
create thousands of jobs across the province, a sharp contrast from
that member and his party, who have dedicated their lives to try and
shut down the oil and gas industry inside Alberta.

The Deputy Speaker: A point of order has been noted.

Mr. Schmidt: Given that I apologize every day in this House, I
know how easy it is. [interjections]

The Deputy Speaker: Order.

Mr. Schmidt: Given that the MLA for Vermilion-Lloydminster-
Wainwright went on to accuse his constituent of being, quote,
devoid of critical thinking skills and given that I would hope that
the minister would agree that this type of childish, insulting
behaviour towards an Albertan who took the time to write to their
MLA is appalling conduct from an elected representative, can the
Government House Leader assure this House that the member will
be issuing a correction and a personal apology to the constituent he
insulted? Take it from me, it’s easy.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Well, the hon. member and I finally agree on
something. He sure has to apologize for a lot of silly things that he
has said inside this Chamber, Madam Speaker. What is going on
here is again that the NDP are trying to distract from what their
party did just a few weeks ago when 85 per cent of their
membership voted to support people illegally blocking pipelines.
At the end of the day that member and his party are 100 per cent
focused on trying to shut down the oil and gas industry inside this
province, Madam Speaker. No, we will not ever apologize here or
anywhere else for standing up for the men and women who work in
our industry.

Mr. Schmidt: Given that all we’re asking for is to treat Albertans
with decency and given that we were all elected by Albertans to
represent them in this place and given the shocking response to his
constituent concerned by the unscientific and inaccurate views on
climate change — the Member for Vermilion-Lloydminster-
Wainwright has indicated to his constituents that he is actually there
to represent his views to them — is it the policy of this government
to defend climate change denial and attack those who disagree?
Will the environment minister stand and issue a clear statement that
climate change is real and that his UCP caucus mate is wrong, or
will he continue to stand by the childish insults of his MLA?

Mr. Kenney: Madam Speaker, it’s the policy of this government
that climate change is a very real challenge and action must be taken
— action is being taken — but it’s also the policy of this government
that Alberta is a democracy and that legislators have a right and a
responsibility to share different views, to speak for their constituents.
It’s also the policy of this government that the NDP’s effort to
promote intolerance and to marginalize anyone who disagrees with
their left-wing ideology is not consistent with the democratic idea.
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Former Health Ministry Staff Member Expense Claims

Member Irwin: This UCP government paid their disgraced former
staffer Ivan Bernardo more than $28,000 months after he left his
job in the Health minister’s office and in a different fiscal year. The
minister claims that this is for unpaid expenses. Bernardo’s publicly
reported travel expenses only add up to about $300, so can the
Premier, the Minister of Health, anyone tell this House specifically
what Bernardo spent $28,000 on?

Mr. Copping: Madam Speaker, as [ said yesterday, sexual
harassment in the workplace or anyplace else is unacceptable. Mr.
Bernardo was not employed in the government since December
2020, nor did he receive any severance payment. The payments
were expenses incurred during Mr. Bernardo’s previous period of
employment. They were vetted and approved through the normal
Treasury Board processes. These were published in the Blues in
2021 ministerial office expenses. They were expenses, nothing
more than that.

Member Irwin: Given that Bernardo’s expenses seem to have gone
undetected for two years and four months after his contract expired
and we’ve seen no receipts and given that Bernardo was a right-
hand man for the Member for Calgary-Acadia when he was Health
minister, can the minister of labour tell Albertans: was he aware
that Bernardo was racking up tens of thousands of dollars of
expenses? If so, then did he approve them?

Mr. Copping: Madam Speaker, once again, I understand that these
went through the normal approval process. They were approved
under the Treasury Board rules and guidelines. They were deemed
appropriate expenses, and they were paid out on that basis.

Member Irwin: Given that ministerial office expenses are audited
on a rotational basis by the Auditor General and given that
Bernardo’s $28,000 worth of expenses were paid out after the end
of the fiscal year and fall outside of the Auditor’s November 2021
audit, can the Minister of Finance then tell the House whether he
has advised the Auditor General that there’s a $28,000 discrepancy
that requires his attention, and has the Auditor had an opportunity
to examine Bernardo’s expenses?

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance.

Mr. Toews: Well, thank you, Madam Speaker. I can confirm that
those expense claims were filed within the time limits and within
the prescribed procedures of Treasury Board.

Provincial Fiscal Update and Policies

Mr. Barnes: Contrary to the Finance minister’s messaging Alberta’s
economy remains far from healthy. Alberta’s unemployment is
high, with rates in Calgary and Edmonton close to the worst in
Canada. Meanwhile the average earning powers of Albertans
remain stuck even before considering runaway inflation. Borrowing
billions to dump into corporate welfare only benefits foreign investors
and isn’t doing much to help Alberta families. Running up more
than $100 billion in debt and paying record-high interest may help
Bay Street bankers, but it doesn’t help Elkwater or Beaverlodge. To
the Finance minister: how has your government become so
detached from the real-life experience of Albertans?

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance.

Mr. Toews: Well, thank you, Madam Speaker. Clearly, the
member opposite has not read the mid-year fiscal report. If he had,

he would recognize that our interest expenditures are actually going
to be a couple of hundred million dollars less than we budgeted.
Why? Because we maintained discipline in our expenditures. We
positioned the economy for investment attraction and growth, and
we’re borrowing less money.

Mr. Barnes: Madam Speaker, I guess if you spend all day handing
out other people’s money, you get a skewed view of reality.

Given that despite having one of the youngest and best-trained
workforces in Canada, Albertans are helplessly underemployed,
especially given what happens when you allow Trudeau to phase
out our oil industry, and given that you want to bring back the jobs
that drive economic growth, we need a government willing to fight
back. To the Premier. Now that your elbow-bump buddy Justin
Trudeau has completely ignored the results of Alberta’s equalization
referendum, when do you intend to get your government to stand
up for Albertans?

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. member, I'll take this opportunity to
caution you on the use of preambles in your question.
The hon. Minister of Finance.

Mr. Toews: Well, thank you, Madam Speaker. I just want to again
point out that the member opposite has a very pessimistic view of
Albertans in this province. Right now Alberta is poised to lead the
nation in 2021 and 2022 in economic growth. We’re positioning the
province for investment attraction, and we’re seeing that investment
come in by the billions. Two weeks ago we had a $7 billion week
with Amazon Web Services and Northern Petrochemical
Corporation. Investment is coming, our fiscal capacity is expanding,
and jobs are returning to the province.

Mr. Barnes: Given that, like the carbon tax, runaway inflation is
driving up the cost of everything from food to heat to transportation
and given that it also robs Albertans another way through higher
provincial taxes and given that in 2019 this government deindexed
provincial income tax brackets from inflation, and as a result this
government is poised to hurt Alberta families to the tune of
hundreds of millions, and given that the Premier once wrote a
column in the Calgary Herald describing bracket creep as a hidden
and regressive tax grab, to the Premier: why is your government
implementing a hidden and regressive tax grab?

2:20

Mr. Toews: Madam Speaker, we have not raised personal income
taxes, and we will not raise personal income taxes . . . [interjections]

The Deputy Speaker: Order.

Mr. Toews: What we are doing is growing the fiscal capacity and
economic capacity in this province. Our plan is working. Investment
is pouring into this province. Jobs are being created, over a hundred
thousand jobs since the start of the year. Our plan is working.
Alberta is on track.

Election Finances Legislation

Mr. Loewen: This government has introduced a bill that will allow
this Premier’s cronies to buy up to 400 memberships for other
people, all while collecting their full tax credit for it, yet the minister
responsible keeps dodging opposition questions with claims that all
this bill does is close a union loophole, a change which takes exactly
two pages of this 300-page bill. Albertans had hoped the era of
corruption and collusion ended with the PC administration, but it
seems your government wants to get back to the good old days of
stacking meeting halls and rigging votes. To the Premier: is this the
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policy change you had in mind when you informed your caucus that
you wanted a new base?

Mr. Madu: Madam Speaker, none of what that member said is true.
We made a commitment to the people of Alberta to get rid of big
money in Alberta politics, close the AFL loophole, ensure that only
Albertans are able to participate in their election and determine the
fate of our province. That is exactly what Bill 81 will accomplish.

Mr. Loewen: Given that the AFL loophole, like I said, is two
pages, so I’m not sure what the other 298 do, and given that this
Bill 81 includes a loophole that will allow rich friends and lobbyists
of the Premier to provide unlimited donations to nomination
campaigns, funds that the winning candidates must transfer to the
party CA or their own election campaign, and given that this handy
loophole will allow the government to undermine and circumvent
Alberta’s political contribution limits and given that the govern-
ment has been consistently out fund raised by the opposition for the
past year, to the Premier: if your unpopularity makes it impossible
for you to fund raise under the current rules, what makes you think
Albertans would ever trust you to rewrite the political donation
rules?

Mr. Madu: You know, Madam Speaker, we have seen throughout
the course of our history foreign money, money outside of our
province, pouring into our province to impact our elections. In 2019
we made a commitment that we are going to reform the electoral
legislation to take that money out of our politics. Once again this is
a promise that we made to Albertans, and I am proud that we are
keeping that commitment.

Mr. Loewen: Given that this government recently organized a
public inquiry into anti-Alberta energy campaigns, with the final
report showing that so-called Canadian-based environmental
initiatives received foreign funding of at least $1.28 billion, and
given that this week the government brought forward Bill 81, which
will allow non-Albertan antipipeline activists to both register as
third-party advertisers and donate to these funds for referendum
questions and Senate races so long as they’re otherwise active in
other Canadian provinces, to the Premier: why are you opening up
a loophole that will allow foreign-funded, Canadian-based
environmental initiatives to spend millions attempting to sway
Alberta voters?

Mr. Madu: You know, Madam Speaker, it is so rich coming from
that particular member, who ran on that particular platform in 2019
with the commitment to make sure that we close that AFL loophole.
Right now, without Bill 81, hundreds of millions of dollars could
be donated to PACs, and that is the same loophole that third parties
have used to influence our elections, mostly going to NDP-allied
candidates. I am proud that once and for all we are closing that
loophole.

Federal-provincial Child Care Program

Ms Pancholi: Madam Speaker, after much delay and political game
playing the UCP finally signed a child care deal with the federal
government months after other provinces, but child care providers
have been begging this government for more support for months so
they could try and stay open for the families who desperately need
them. Little to no help came, so providers are now being forced to
raise their fees, much to the shock of parents. To the Minister of
Children’s Services: how could she not see this coming? We’ve
been warning her about this for months. How does she explain
putting child care providers in this position?

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Children’s Services.

Ms Schulz: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. We did work
hard to get a made-in-Alberta agreement with the federal government
to support the choices that parents are making for child care right
across the province. We also heard the calls from child care
operators right across the province around some of the struggles
that they were facing when it came to COVID-19. That is why we
provided $110.4 million in pandemic relief, $27 million to the child
care relief program, $72 million through the provincial and federal
government safe restart agreement, $11.4 million through surplus
from last year’s budget, $16.2 million through the critical worker
benefit, and more.

Ms Pancholi: Given that Kim Goldenberg said that her child care
fees are going up 11 per cent on January 1 and “thought we were
making childcare more affordable, not less” and given that Julie
Audy said, “This will not reduce my fees as much as they made it
out to” and given that day home provider Heather Sandouga said,
“I’m still not sure what to do and dayhomes have no idea what,
when, or how the funding is working yet! So very frustrating to
have no plan at all ... I’'m in a lose/lose situation,” to the minister.
Parents feel that their fees are going up while providers feel that
their support is going down. Does the minister take responsibility
for this, frankly, terrible communication and confusion?

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Children’s Services.

Ms Schulz: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. Now, if
parents are concerned when they’re speaking to the member
opposite, I would encourage the member opposite to get the facts
and then share those with parents who reach out to her. We
committed to be very transparent with operators and with parents.
In fact, last week we sent out a letter outlining the next steps of this
plan, and that included a letter directly to parents so that we could
answer their questions and let them know that we are hearing their
concerns. Also, their fees will be going down starting in mid-
January — that is only a number of weeks away — on average by half
inevery...

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Whitemud.

Ms Pancholi: Well, I’'m more than happy to do the minister’s job
for her.

Given that despite dragging her heels to sign the deal, the rollout
is messy and thoughtless, with parents of fully subsidized infants
seeing a fee reduction of maybe $10 per month, leaving the lowest
income families to benefit the least from this deal, and given that
operators were told by this minister that funding would include
kindergarten-aged children, but now they seem to be excluded, just
like all other out of school care programs, and given that the UCP
didn’t follow the lead of other provinces to build up capacity in the
ministry that handles and implements these important changes, can
the minister explain why she’s creating so much confusion in
rolling out this program when she had so much time to consult and
get it right?

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Children’s Services.

Ms Schulz: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. You know
what was messy? When the NDP government chose have and have-
not parents, have and have-not operators, and you know what they
would have done? They would have signed on the dotted line the
first plan that crossed the table. They would have cut out private
operators. They would have handed over Albertans’ programming
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to Justin Trudeau and the federal government in Ottawa. We will
not sell out Albertans. We are listening to them, and that is why we
created a plan that is adaptive and based on their feedback. All
parents right across this province will see a reduction on average by
half starting right away in January. That is excellent news. We
know their track record, and we are not following in their footsteps.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Fish Creek.

COVID-19 Vaccination Rates

Mr. Gotfried: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Alberta began to see a
significant slowdown in the pace of COVID-19 vaccination in
August and early September, coinciding with the beginning of the
fourth wave. We were alarmed by increasing hospitalization rates
across our province, and ICU capacity was struggling to accom-
modate unprecedented demand. Can the minister please share with
the House what factors may have led to the slowdown of vaccine
uptake in August and early September and what measures were
taken to accelerate them?

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health.

Mr. Copping: Thank you, Madam Speaker and the Member for
Calgary-Fish Creek, for the thoughtful question. By August vaccine
uptake was falling due to vaccine hesitancy. For some this hesitancy
was due to accessibility issues. Others were concerned with their
safety or their own medical history. Many Albertans recognize that
COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective, and that’s why I'm
focusing on education and accessibility such as the vaccination bus
to increase uptake. Alberta’s chief medical officer of health has also
had several town halls to address vaccine hesitancy such as among
expected mothers, and the numbers have increased.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Fish Creek.

Mr. Gotfried: Thank you, Madam Speaker and, through you, to the
minister. Given that the restrictions exemption program was
launched to protect Albertans, support Alberta businesses, slow
down the transmission rate, bring down COVID-19 cases, and
decrease the tremendous impact that the fourth wave had on our
health care system and given that over the ensuing period we
witnessed encouraging trends in our vaccination rates and
hospitalizations, can the same minister please share the impact of
the REP on vaccine uptake across Alberta?

2:30
The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health.

Mr. Copping: Thank you, Madam Speaker. To be clear, we
introduced the restrictions exemption program to reduce the spread
of COVID-19, and it has worked. When we introduced the REP on
September 15, there were just over 18,500 cases; yesterday there
were under 4,700. Positivity rates, hospitalizations, and ICU
admissions have also all dropped. Now, Alberta’s vaccination rates
have also increased during this period of time. This was an
additional impact of the program. But, again, the principal purpose
of the REP was to reduce transmission, and that’s what it has done.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Fish Creek.

Mr. Gotfried: Thank you, Madam Speaker, and thank you again to
the minister. Given that until recently Alberta experienced lower
vaccination rates than many other Canadian jurisdictions and given
that vaccines have thus far proven to be safe and effective in
fighting against COVID-19 hospitalizations, to the same minister:

how will you continue to share vaccine efficacy with Albertans now
and into the future?

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health.

Mr. Copping: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker, and thanks
again for the thoughtful question. First, I should mention the
importance of being respectful with our friends and neighbours
while discussing this topic, and I also want to thank all those who
got vaccinated. We are just under 89 per cent of first doses, which
is a tremendous success in terms of the increase of vaccination.

Now, Madam Speaker, we recently put out a household mailer to
folks on the message that vaccines are safe and effective. The
Alberta website has a page on vaccine myths that makes a great
starting point. The science and the data support those statements,
and as Albertans continue to have questions about COVID-19, we
urge them to reach out to their health care practitioners, or they can
dial 811 to get more. I'm looking forward to increasing the
vaccination rate.

Insurance Premium Costs

Mr. Sabir: The cost of insurance is skyrocketing for Albertans,
which is entirely the responsibility and fault of this UCP govern-
ment. Businesses are seeing insurance costs skyrocket by double
sometimes, by triple-digit increases sometimes. One business in my
constituency reported that their insurance spiked from $7,800 to
over $20,000 this year. Will the Minister of Finance commit to
doing something, anything to keep this business from closing, or
does he just not care, like his colleagues?

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance and President
of Treasury Board.

Mr. Toews: Well, thank you, Madam Speaker. I appreciate the
member opposite raising this issue because it is a very real issue for
Alberta businesses broadly. In fact, it’s an issue for businesses right
across the country. We’re in a hard insurance market these days. At
times of a hard insurance market premiums go up, product offerings
come down. We’ve been working with the insurance industry in this
province and nation, pressing them to find solutions. We just passed
Bill 76, the captive insurance corporations bill, which will provide
some release to certain businesses.

Mr. Sabir: Given that Alberta families are still being hammered
with high auto insurance after this government lifted the cap and
then sat back and watched the premiums grow and given that the
Premier couldn’t care less about squeezing families struggling
during a pandemic — in fact, he once claimed that he didn’t see a
problem because his own personal vehicle insurance had dropped.
Minister, families are being forced to park the car and take the bus
to work, families right across this province. Can’t this government
cut them a break?

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance.

Mr. Toews: Well, thank you, Madam Speaker. Yes, the insurance
premiums have been going up across sectors, across insurance
types, and there has been pressure on automobile insurance
premiums, and that’s why we brought in Bill 41 last fall. Bill 41
brought in a whole host of recommendations, solutions ultimately
that have stabilized insurance premiums. I’'m pleased to say that
from June to August this year there’s been a three-month average 4
per cent premium decrease compared to last year.
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Mr. Sabir: Given that Bill 41 didn’t help families and businesses
from Peace River to Medicine Hat who are struggling with the costs
the minister is piling on them and given that unless he takes action,
this minister’s legacy will be pricing Albertans out of their
businesses, homes, and cars, if the entire government cabinet won’t
do anything to help Alberta families and businesses, who exactly
do they serve? It certainly isn’t the people that elected them.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance.

Mr. Toews: Well, thank you, Madam Speaker. This government is
taking action. That’s why we brought in Bill 41, to stabilize and
actually reduce automobile insurance premiums. That’s why we
brought in Bill 76, the captive insurance corporations act, to provide
another option for businesses in this province and across the nation
to attract additional capital into this province. On top of that, we’re
focused on the economy. We’re focused on providing Albertans
additional opportunities, career opportunities, opportunities that
will improve their incomes and outcomes. Alberta is back. Our
economic recovery plan is working.

Energy Advocacy Budget

Ms Ganley: Whatever it is, the war room budget is too high, but we
at least deserve transparency. In estimates in March the minister
said, “For 2020-2021 the total budget for the Canadian Energy
Centre is forecast to be $10 million.” However, the war room itself
claimed the budget this year was $3.7 million, a claim supported by
the annual report. This is an unaccounted difference of $6.3 million.
A very simple question for the Energy minister: what happened to
the $6.3 million, Minister? Albertans deserve accountability.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Energy.

Mrs. Savage: Thank you, Madam Speaker. It’s really clear that the
NDP don’t want the Canadian Energy Centre to succeed. They
never wanted it to succeed because they don’t want our energy
sector to succeed. That’s so clear in their support of the protesters
who are illegally blockading Coastal GasLink. They simply are
against our energy sector. They’re against the Canadian Energy
Centre. They’re against anything that our government has ever done
to stand up for our energy sector.

Ms Ganley: Given that losing $6.3 million is a problem for people
of all political stripes and given that in addition to the $10 million
in war room funding the minister stated in estimates that they were
forecasting to spend $19 million on other advocacy — she refused to
disclose a single project that that money would pay for — and given
that Albertans deserve to know how every cent of their money is
spent, another very simple question to the Minister of Energy:
specifically what was the $19 million spent on? Will the minister
table the receipts in the House?

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Energy.

Mrs. Savage: Well, thank you, Madam Speaker. The member
opposite clearly does not have a clue what she’s talking about. In
estimates we give estimates of what might be spent in the future.
The energy centre budget comes out of a broad energy advocacy
budget that’s spent for things like advocating for hydrogen. I would
suggest that maybe the members opposite don’t want us to advocate
for hydrogen. It’s advocating for critical and rare-earth minerals.
It’s advocating for pipelines. It’s the entire energy sector advocacy
budget. But it’s clear they don’t want the energy sector to succeed.

Ms Ganley: Given that the minister has been unable to account for
this $25 million spent last year, Madam Speaker, of other people’s
money and given the long track record of the UCP of hiding from
accountability, I will ask the minister once more: specifically what
did we get for $19 million in other advocacy last year, and what
happened to the $6.3 million difference between what you said you
sent to the war room and what they received? If she can’t or won’t
answer those questions, will she commit to making the war room
subject to FOIP so we can find out ourselves?

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. members, just to note that we heard
that question very clearly, and I hope we can hear the answer very
clearly.

The hon. Minister of Energy.

Mrs. Savage: Thank you, Madam Speaker. As the member opposite
knows, every penny the government spends is subject to estimates,
is subject to accounts. It’s all there. If the member opposite would
just simply pick up the government documents and read them,
perhaps she would have the answer.

Ms Gray: Point of order.

The Deputy Speaker: Point of order noted.

Law Enforcement and Crime Prevention

Mr. Hunter: Madam Speaker, COVID-19 has ravaged the world
for two years. People are trying to cope and adjust with all that has
been thrown at them. Hope of a brighter future is waning. But also
of concern is the shift away from a society of law and order. There
aren’t enough police to protect every street corner; therefore, it
becomes every citizen’s responsibility to live peaceably with each
other. Can the minister update the House on how our government
is supporting a strong society built on law and order?

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Justice.

Mr. Madu: Thank you, Madam Speaker, and thank you to the
member for that question. It is true that the COVID-19 pandemic
has been difficult on communities and people, but Albertans persist.
Throughout the pandemic the men and women of law enforcement
have stood firm to ensure the safety of our communities. This
government is committed to supporting our men and women in
blue. We have committed this year to spending $89 million through
policing support programs, and we will ensure our police services
continue to have the resources they need.

2:40

Mr. Hunter: Thank you, Minister. Madam Speaker, COVID-19
has necessitated the unfortunate universal wearing of masks in
public, and because of this, some have used it as cover to go into
stores and smash and grab merchandise. Given that we are seeing a
rise in this type of criminal behaviour, what is the government doing
to stem this tide of lawlessness?

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Justice.

Mr. Madu: Thank you, Madam Speaker and to the member for that
important question. We know the deep impact crime has had on our
communities and our people. That is why this government is proud
to be tough on crime. We have strengthened deterrents to trespassing
with fivefold increases to maximum fines and possible prison time,
and we have protected law-abiding property owners from civil
liability for injuries to criminal trespassers. This side of the House
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takes crime seriously, and we will continue to take action to stop it
in its tracks.

Mr. Hunter: Madam Speaker, during this COVID pandemic the
criminal element seems to have become emboldened even more.
Given that rural policing is stretched to the breaking point and given
that some rural business owners are being forced to sleep at their
businesses or in their Quonset because they have been broken into
so many times that they can’t get insurance, what can we do to help
our besieged rural Albertans?

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Justice.

Mr. Madu: Thank you, Madam Speaker and to the member for that
question once again. Our government continues to take tangible
action on rural crime. We have created the rural Alberta provincial
integrated defence force to reduce response time, we appointed our
first-ever Chief Firearms Officer, we appointed Alberta’s first
Parole Board, we protected property owners, we invested in new
Crown prosecutors, and we are consulting on a potential Alberta
provincial police service, just like our neighbours are in
Saskatchewan. This United Conservative government is ensuring
that rural Albertans have . . .

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. members, that concludes Oral Question
Period. You will now have 30 seconds to exit the Chamber should
you wish to do so.

Members’ Statements
(continued)

COVID-19 Response and Premier’s Leadership

Mr. Shepherd: Earlier this week I asked the Premier about his
decision to exempt some health care workers from the AHS COVID
vaccine mandate, and he declared that
patients must come first . . . [that] if we were to begin removing
health care workers in certain rural areas . . . we would be unable
to provide essential and emergency medical services. Maybe the
NDP doesn’t care if somebody has a heart attack in Rocky
Mountain House and they’re 90 minutes to the closest hospital,
but this government will always act for the best interest of
patients.

Madam Speaker, where was that Premier in May, June, and July
as we saw rolling closures of ERs due to shortages of doctors and
nurses, leaving patients 60 or 90 minutes from the next-closest
hospital? Where was his concern for retaining health care workers
as his government went to war with doctors and demanded wage
cuts from nurses fresh out of the third wave? Where was his passion
for protecting patients in Alberta in August as case counts rose and
his government sat paralyzed while he sunned himself in Europe?
Where was his concern for the best interest of patients as his
government’s repeated decisions to put their political interests
ahead of public health pushed our health care system to the limits?

Madam Speaker, as of November 3, 15,000 Albertans had had
life-changing surgeries cancelled because of this Premier’s best
summer ever, and that number continues to rise. People’s lives have
literally been cut short. Thousands of others will live with life-altering
health impacts. EMS wait times are soaring, clinics are closing,
doctors are leaving, we have a critical shortage of nurses, and just
this week three more rural hospitals announced temporary closures
of surgical services and ERs, all because of this government’s bad
decisions and utter lack of leadership on COVID-19.

Madam Speaker, it’s abundantly clear that this government’s
actions have never been about the best interests of patients, the best

interests of Albertans. They’ve been about the interests of this
Premier and his willingness to sacrifice anything and anyone in his
desperate bid to cling to power. Albertans deserve a government
that’s honest and transparent that puts them first. That’s what we’ll
continue fighting to bring them.

Provincial Fiscal Update and Economic Recovery

Mr. Jeremy Nixon: Madam Speaker, this pandemic has been a
nightmare for so many. It has created division in our community.
Businesses have struggled. People have experienced job loss.
Families have lost loved ones. Individuals have feared for their
liberty. Children have suffered. The already vulnerable have been
faced with more barriers. Many have become vulnerable during this
time. Across the province we have faced addiction, mental illness,
domestic violence, and the list goes on. But there is hope. The
economy is turning around and, with it, prosperity for Albertans and
a greater ability to help all Albertans get through this crisis.

As you know, our government released the 2021-2022 mid-year
fiscal update. Alberta’s recovery plan is getting the province’s
economy back to work. Efforts to make Alberta the most competitive
business environment in North America are working. Corporate
income tax revenue of $2.9 billion is forecasted, $1 billion more
than what was predicted in February’s budget. A few critical
forecasts look for the deficit for the year at $5.8 billion, which is
$12.4 billion lower than what was estimated. Total revenue is
forecasted at $57.9 billion, $14.2 billion higher than what was
estimated. Taxpayer-supported debt is forecasted at $101.6 billion
on March 31, 2022, and this is $9 billion lower than what was
estimated in the budget. The net debt to GDP ratio is calculated at
19.2 per cent at the end of this fiscal year, well below our province’s
commitment to keep net debt below 30 per cent of GDP.

After the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic Alberta is emerging
stronger than ever. Our economy is more diversified than ever, and
I’'m excited about what that means for Albertans. As our economy
grows, so will our community’s ability to help those who have
struggled throughout this pandemic and ensure that everyone has
the opportunity to succeed in our society. Let us not focus on what
divides us but on what brings us together as we chart a path forward.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Cypress-Medicine Hat.

Provincial Economy and Federal-provincial Relations

Mr. Barnes: Thank you, Madam Speaker. This week the Finance
minister attempted to slap some lipstick on a pig and paint a
hopelessly optimistic picture of this government’s stewardship of
Alberta’s economy. With high unemployment, higher underemploy-
ment, rapid inflation, and wage growth stalled, you can forgive
Albertans for refusing to buy what he’s selling. As a province we
have every conceivable advantage, and we should be the freest and
most prosperous jurisdiction in North America, but we’re not.

You don’t need a PhD to diagnose the problem. Through a
hodgepodge of misguided international agreements and globalist
policies Canada’s federal government is employing every tool at its
disposal to destroy Alberta’s natural resource sector. Canada’s
eastern elites have fully embraced the World Economic Forum’s
great reset with both arms. They do not care if they destroy
Alberta’s economy, communities, or families in the process.

Madam Speaker, Alberta needs a government that is willing to
stand up to Ottawa as well as the unelected bankers and billionaires
who are trying to dictate economic policies across our country,
province, and around the globe. Such rigid centralization of control
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always comes with a cost, from reduced growth to falling wages to
job losses to rapid inflation to runaway debt. We are now seeing all
of this and more.

We need to get back to putting Alberta families and communities
first in every single thing we do. We need an honest commitment
from government to restore and expand Alberta’s economy and
individual freedoms. We also need to get back to the common-sense
community and family values that have served Alberta so well for
so many generations. Under the failed leadership of the least
popular Premier in Canada, a serial flip-flopper who has to pay
people to support him, Albertans did not get the government they
were promised. It is time for something different. It’s time for a new
approach, one that can bring about real, meaningful change and help
our province reach its true potential.

To all those Albertans struggling to make ends meet and to all
those relegated to the sidelines by this failed government’s new
normal, I am listening. I am here. We all deserve better.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Banff-Kananaskis.

Kananaskis Country Land Use and Fees

Ms Rosin: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Well, people travel from
all around the world to see and experience the sights of beautiful
Banff-Kananaskis. Many of them come to hike, bike, ski, snowshoe
on the most amazing trails in the world. With 5 million visitors last
year, 1 million more than the busiest national park in the entire
country, the Kananaskis region began to need additional supports
to keep its beauty pristine and its wildlife safe. Residents of my
riding have long seen the need for this important work. For years
it’s been nearly impossible to find adequate garbage disposal
facilities or even proper trail signage.

That’s why we introduced the Kananaskis conservation pass. In
the first fiscal quarter of sales the KCP has already raised more than
$10 million, that will go directly towards resources and upkeep of
the park. With this new revenue injection, visitor information
centres will reopen, 20 new conservation officers will be hired, and
$550,000 will be funnelled to volunteer organizations to help them
continue their trail building and maintenance: $100,000 for the
Friends of Kananaskis, $100,000 for the Moose Mountain Bike
Trail Society, $100,000 for the Canmore and Area Mountain Bike
Association, and $250,000 for the Greater Bragg Creek Trails
Association.

2:50

But the good news doesn’t stop there. Our government also
recently tabled the Trails Act. Alberta’s trail networks have been
built by literally hundreds of thousands of volunteer hours, but
they’ve never been fully recognized through public policy, as other
users of Crown land have. With the introduction of the Trails Act,
trails for hiking, biking, skiing, and all other recreational uses can
be designated as Crown assets, meaning that other users of the land
will have a duty to protect them or relocate them if their protection
cannot be guaranteed, and for the first time the trails that we use
and love will be protected through legislation and recognized as the
true economic drivers that they are.

Madam Speaker, our government knows that the mountains need
to be protected, but they also need to be enjoyed. Recreational
tourism has the potential to be a tremendous economic driver for
our province, and with continued investment and public policy
changes, you can guarantee that it soon will be.

Notices of Motions

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Environment and Parks.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Well, thank you, Madam Speaker. I rise to give
oral notice on two motions. First, oral notice on Government
Motion 109, sponsored by myself, as follows:
Be it resolved that when further consideration of Bill 78, Alberta
Housing Amendment Act, 2021, is resumed, not more than one
hour shall be allotted to any further consideration of the bill in
Committee of the Whole, at which time every question necessary
for the disposal of the bill at this stage shall be put forthwith.
I also rise to give oral notice of Government Motion 110,
sponsored also by myself.
Be it resolved that when further consideration of Bill 78, Alberta
Housing Amendment Act, 2021, is resumed, not more than one
hour shall be allotted to any further consideration of the bill in
third reading, at which time every question necessary for the
disposal of the bill at that stage shall be put forthwith.

Tabling Returns and Reports

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glenora
has a tabling.

Ms Hoffman: Thanks, Madam Speaker. I actually have two. The
first one is the calendar for the Minister of Education showing that
she was the acting minister for the Minister of Health, August 3
through 29 inclusive.

The second tabling I have, Madam Speaker — it’s not every day
that hundreds of high school students in Calgary get together and
create a petition, but they have. They’re going to be of voting age
in the next election, and they are pleading with this government to
make the diploma exams optional this year instead of making them
mandatory.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Justice.

Mr. Madu: Thank you, Madam Speaker. During yesterday’s
question period I referred to a piece of an article that deals with the
circumstances around the chief executive officer of ASIRT. I do
have five copies of that article that I referred to in question period.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Ellerslie.

Member Loyola: Yes. Madam Speaker, during this morning’s
debate on Bill 84 I cited from two articles from the state of Delaware.
The first one is by the firm of Troutman Pepper called The
Importance of Well-Crafted Corporate Opportunity Waivers in
Private Equity and Venture Capital Investments, and the second one
was from Romano Law, an article called The Waiver of Fiduciary
Duties in Delaware by Nicole Haff.

Deferred Divisions

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. members, pursuant to Standing Order
32.1 and notice provided by the Associate Minister of Mental Health
and Addictions, the division called for on third reading of Bill 87,
the Electoral Divisions (Calgary-Bhullar-McCall) Amendment Act,
2021, during today’s morning sitting shall now be conducted. Hon.
members, please note that pursuant to Standing Order 32.1(4) the
interval between division bells is one minute.

[The division bell was rung at 2:54 p.m.]
[One minute having elapsed, the Assembly divided]
[The Deputy Speaker in the chair]

For the motion:

Amery Hunter Rosin
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Armstrong-Homeniuk Irwin Rowswell
Barnes Jones Savage
Carson Kenney Schmidt
Ceci LaGrange Schow
Copping Loewen Schulz
Dach Long Schweitzer
Dang Lovely Shandro
Deol Loyola Shepherd
Dreeshen Luan Sigurdson, L.
Eggen Madu Singh

Ellis Milliken Smith
Feehan Nally Stephan
Fir Nicolaides Toews
Frey Nielsen Toor
Getson Nixon, Jason Turton
Glubish Nixon, Jeremy van Dijken
Goehring Orr Walker
Gotfried Pancholi Williams
Gray Pon Wilson
Hanson Rehn Yao
Hoffman Reid Yaseen
Horner Renaud

Totals: For — 68 Against — 0

[Motion carried unanimously; Bill 87 read a third time]

[Standing ovation]

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. members, we’re now at points of
order. There was a point of order raised by the Official Opposition
House Leader.

Point of Order
Allegations against a Member

Ms Gray: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. The point of
order at 2:11. The Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar was asking about
the appalling conduct from the Member for Vermilion-Lloydminster-
Wainwright, who, after sharing unscientific, inaccurate views on
climate change in this Chamber, told the constituent who contacted
him concerned about those remarks that the constituent must be a
person with limited self-awareness and devoid of critical thinking.

3:00

Now, rather than responding to the questions from the Member
for Edmonton-Gold Bar, the Government House Leader chose to
distract, bringing up unrelated matters but, more importantly, under
Standing Order 23(h) and (j) chose to accuse the Member for
Edmonton-Gold Bar of attacking members inside this Chamber,
which is dangerous, disrespectful, inaccurate but also ironic given
he said this while pointing at the Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar.
The Member for Edmonton-Gold Bar has not attacked members
inside this Chamber. That language, especially accusing an individual
member of doing such behaviour, is inappropriate. I would submit
that this is not a matter of debate. His language went too far at that
point. I would ask that the Government House Leader apologize and
withdraw.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Government House Leader.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Well, thank you, Madam Speaker. The Lieutenant
Governor is waiting, so I won’t waste time with this silliness.
Happy to withdraw and apologize.

The Deputy Speaker: I consider the matter dealt with and
concluded.

There was a second point of order raised at 2:39 by the Official
Opposition House Leader.

Point of Order
Insulting Language

Ms Gray: Thank you very much, Madam Speaker. At this point the
Member for Calgary-Mountain View was asking the Minister of
Energy about budget differences between estimates and the annual
report: $6.3 million for the Canadian Energy Centre as well as $19
million of other advocacy for which no details have been provided.
Given the war room is not subject to FOIP, transparency from the
minister is incredibly important. Unfortunately, in her response the
Minister of Energy not only avoided answering the questions but
under 23(j) decided to start using insulting language, saying that the
member opposite doesn’t have a clue and then a few minutes later
saying that the member opposite needs to pick up the documents
and read them, implying that the Member for Calgary-Mountain
View, a lawyer and former minister, is not able to read the documents.

I think this is below the level of decorum in this debate as well as
counter to House of Commons Procedure and Practice page 623. 1
simply think this is not a matter of debate. I believe all members of
this Chamber are able to read. The minister was being too insulting.
I submit that this is a point of order and ask that she apologize and
withdraw.

Mr. Jason Nixon: Madam Speaker, those comments and this point
of order are utterly ridiculous. This certainly is a matter of debate.
The Minister of Energy is one hundred per cent correct that the
answer and the numbers that she was referring to in answer to her
questions are right there in black and white to be read. Now, I
assume that the hon. member could read it, but maybe she should
before she comes here and tries to debate something. That said, it’s
a matter of debate.

Again, the Lieutenant Governor is waiting to join us, I’ve heard,
Madam Speaker. While I know the disdain for the monarchy often
comes out from the NDP, this is ridiculous to use points of order to
delay that process.

The Deputy Speaker: Perhaps the second part of your comments
was not necessarily helpful; however, I would tend to agree that this
is a matter of debate. I have a copy of the Blues here where the
minister states: “If the member opposite would just simply pick up
the government documents and read them, perhaps she would have
the answer.” While always not necessarily helpful in question
period, it is certainly not in violation of our standing order rules and
is not a point of order. I consider this matter dealt with.

Hon. members, at this time I would ask that you please put away
all your electronic devices.

The hon. Premier.

Royal Assent

Mr. Kenney: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Her Honour the
Honourable the Lieutenant Governor will now attend upon the
Assembly.

[The Premier and the Sergeant-at-Arms left the Chamber to attend
the Lieutenant Governor]

[The Mace was draped]
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[The Sergeant-at-Arms knocked on the main doors of the Chamber
three times. The Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms opened the doors, and
the Sergeant-at-Arms entered]

The Sergeant-at-Arms: Madam Speaker, Her Honour the

Lieutenant Governor awaits.

The Deputy Speaker: Sergeant-at-Arms, admit Her Honour the
Honourable the Lieutenant Governor.

The Sergeant-at-Arms: All rise, please.

[Preceded by the Sergeant-at-Arms, Her Honour the Lieutenant
Governor of Alberta, Salma Lakhani, AOE, BSc, and the Premier
entered the Chamber. Her Honour took her place upon the throne]

Her Honour: Please be seated.

The Deputy Speaker: May it please Your Honour, the Legislative
Assembly has at its present sitting passed certain bills to which and
in the name of the Legislative Assembly I respectfully request Your
Honour’s assent.

The Clerk: Your Honour, the following are the titles of the bills to
which Your Honour’s assent is prayed:

49 Labour Mobility Act

74 Advanced Education Statutes Amendment Act, 2021

75 Arts Professions Recognition Act

76 Captive Insurance Companies Act

77 Municipal Government (Restoring Tax
Accountability) Amendment Act, 2021

82 Mineral Resource Development Act

83 Environmental Protection and
Enhancement Amendment Act, 2021

84 Business Corporations Amendment Act, 2021

85 Education Statutes (Students First)
Amendment Act, 2021

87 Electoral Divisions (Calgary-Bhullar-McCall)
Amendment Act, 2021

207 Reservists’ Recognition Act

[The Lieutenant Governor indicated her assent]

The Clerk: In Her Majesty’s name Her Honour the Honourable the
Lieutenant Governor doth assent to these bills.

The Deputy Speaker: Her Honour the Honourable the Lieutenant
Governor.

Her Honour: Well, hello, everyone. I just wanted to take a moment
to sincerely express my gratitude and thanks to each and every
elected official and to all the Assembly staff for your commitment
to serving Albertans and our province as you do every single day. I
know that the last 20 months or so have been challenging, not only
for us in Alberta but in Canada and globally, as we all know, but I
do hope that over the next few weeks you can all take some time to
relax and spend some precious moments with your families and
your loved ones. My hope for you for the holiday season is that you
enjoy the blessings of peace, love, laughter, and, most importantly,
hope that we are going to be okay. I just wanted to wish you, thank
you all, Merry Christmas and all the very, very best to each one of
you for the next year.
Thank you so much.

The Sergeant-at-Arms: All rise, please.

[Preceded by the Sergeant-at-Arms, the Lieutenant Governor and
the Premier left the Chamber]

[The Mace was uncovered]

Orders of the Day
The Deputy Speaker: You may be seated.
3:10 Government Motions

Oil and Gas Pipeline Opposition

104. Mr. Jason Nixon moved:
Be it resolved that the Legislative Assembly

1. condemn David Suzuki’s comments on pipelines as
reported by the National Post,

2. condemn any comments made calling for the intentional
destruction of energy infrastructure, and

3. unequivocally condemn incitements of violent eco
terrorism.

Mr. Turton moved that Government Motion 104 be amended by (a)
striking out “and” at the end of section 2 and (b) adding the following
immediately after section 3:

4. express solidarity with the 20 First Nations band
councils and their communities situated along the
approved route of the Coastal GasLink pipeline
project, including those representing Wet’suwet’en
people, in their negotiations for project agreements
that would support those communities,

5. express its support for the Coastal GasLink pipeline
project and the LNG Canada project, and

6. express its opposition to illegal activities that seek
to disrupt the construction of the Coastal GasLink
pipeline project.

[Adjourned debate on the amendment December 1: Mr. Nally]

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. members, we are on amendment Al. [
see the hon. the Premier.

Mr. Kenney: Thank you, Madam Speaker, and let me say what a
pleasure it was to receive a vice-regal visit from Her Honour the
Honourable the Lieutenant Governor and to hear her extemporaneous
season’s greetings to members of this place, and I’d like to echo her
wonderful sentiments.

Madam Speaker, as you know, this motion addresses the Coastal
GasLink and LNG Canada project. This is an amendment to Motion
104, which began:

Be it resolved that the Legislative Assembly
1. condemn David Suzuki’s comments on pipelines as
reported by the National Post,
2. condemn any comments made calling for the intentional
destruction of energy infrastructure, and
3. unequivocally condemn incitements
terrorism.
This amendment seeks to add the following, which would be:
resolved that the Legislative Assembly
4. express solidarity with the 20 First Nations band councils
and their communities situated along the approved route
of the Coastal GasLink pipeline project, including those
representing Wet’suwet’en people, in their negotiations
for project agreements that would support those
communities,
5. express its support for the Coastal GasLink pipeline
project and the LNG Canada project, and

of violent eco
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6. express its opposition to illegal activities that seek to Now, having said that, we acknowledge that there has been a
disrupt the construction of the Coastal GasLink pipeline tragic history of injustice over the centuries since European contact,

project. that has caused so much dislocation and trauma and misfortune for

[Mr. Milliken in the chair]

Mr. Speaker, I did speak to the main motion prior to amendment
and specifically at the time last week the inflammatory, irresponsible,
and outrageous comments that have been made by CBC television
personality David Suzuki. I am pleased that Mr. Suzuki has seen fit
to retract and apologize unequivocally for his remarks.

I would, however, note how many commentators broadly from the
Canadian left didn’t apologize for but rather excused and defended
his remarks and criticized the motion that sought an apology when
even he recognized that he had massively overstepped in legitimizing
through his comments possible violence through eco terrorism
against pipeline projects. He was a bigger man than his critics. We
all know, Mr. Speaker, that when we make a serious mistake or in a
leadership position when we say something that is truly regrettable, it
takes a degree of humility to recognize that and to step back, so good
on Dr. Suzuki for having done so. I am happy in that respect to put
the matter behind us. I hope that his fellow-travelers will learn that
it is dangerous and wrong to effectively legitimize, even indirectly
or unintentionally, violence as a political tool.

Now, having said that, around the same time that Dr. Suzuki
made those comments, the Provincial Council of the Alberta NDP
passed the following motion — and I quote — for the Alberta NDP to
express its solidarity with the Wet’suwet’en First Nation, denounce
the violence enacted against members of Wet’suwet’en First Nation
and land defenders by the RCMP, and to call on the B.C. NDP
government and the federal government of Canada to immediately
withdraw the RCMP from Wet’suwet’en territory and halt the
Coastal GasLink Pipeline project until the free, prior, and informed
consent of the Wet’suwet’en hereditary chiefs is given. Unquote.

This is an opportunity in the amendment before the House for all
members, particularly members of the New Democrat caucus, to
support the clear, democratically expressed wishes of the
Wet’suwet’en people as articulated by their five elected band
councils and all 20 of the First Nations of northern British Columbia
through whose traditional territories the Coastal GasLink project
will pass.

Mr. Speaker, let me just start with this. This is about respect for
the moral imperative of reconciliation. Reconciliation is meaningless
and reconciliation with Indigenous people on these lands is
meaningless and, in fact, counterproductive if all it means is giving
a veto and an exclusive voice to the small and growing minority
who are opposed to the exercise of the economic rights of Indigenous
people.

Indigenous people, Mr. Speaker, were the first to establish
communities on these lands, communities that were entrepreneurial.
People who worked hard in their own way in those early days to
develop resources, to trade between nations and tribes and
communities, to ply the rivers of northern Canada as the first
merchants, as the first entrepreneurs: these are people who
understood that to maintain communities in an inhospitable, cold
northern land required a lot of hard work. It required innovation. It
required commerce.

These are communities that understand that their culture and the
preservation of their language is inextricably connected to their
ability to sustain themselves independently and proudly. I don’t
believe there’s an Indigenous person in Canada, Mr. Speaker, who
seeks to be dependent on any organ of the Canadian state. When we
talk about self-government, ultimately that is a dream of self-
reliance, of the dignity of hard work and independence and freedom
that comes from that hard work.

Indigenous people. We acknowledge that, most notably incarnated
in the terrible wickedness of the Indian residential school system,
which constituted a massive rupture between tens of thousands of
First Nations children and their languages and culture, the
intergenerational consequences of which we continue to see to this
day.

It’s also true, Mr. Speaker, that for many First Nations their
traditional territories are in areas which have historically been
economically deprived or had limited economic opportunities.
Many smaller communities, especially throughout much of the
north of Canada, have not had the benefit of proximity to a lot of
modern infrastructure or proximity to resources, so many of those
communities by a function of geography have had limited
opportunities for economic independence.

But thanks to the development of natural resources through much
of northern Canada we see a new day dawning, a day of opportunity,
a day of hope, to quote Her Honour the Hon. Lieutenant Governor,
a day of hope that they may be able to lift their nations up and
achieve that dream of real self-government, of independence, of
self-reliance, of self-determination that comes with the exercise of
economic rights.

3:20

For all of the tragedy that we acknowledge was inflicted on the
history of Indigenous people in these lands, Mr. Speaker, we must
also, as these magnificent paintings remind us, look towards the
sunrise and what lies ahead. What lies ahead is the possibility of
great opportunity for First Nations communities across North
America. We have seen that ourselves in the Wood Buffalo region
in the northeast corner of Alberta, where the ancestors of today’s
First Nations sealed their canoes with bitumen to ply the Athabasca
River, the great rivers of northern Canada. They made economic
use of that natural resource from the very point that they established
communities.

When modern technology was applied, thanks in part to the
visionary leadership of then Premier Peter Lougheed and his
government in the 1970s, when the modern technology was applied
to develop that natural resource, at a huge industrial scale, into the
third-largest reserve of proven and probable crude oil on the face of
the earth, a resource with a current market value of more than $17
trillion, when that movement began in the 1970s, Indigenous people
in Alberta began to participate in one of the great social and
economic advancements in Canadian history, the development of
the Canadian oil sands.

In First Nations communities — Fort McKay First Nation, which,
as [ understand it, is an interesting mix of people of both Cree and
Athabasca origin, the Chippewa Cree, all of the nations in that part
of Alberta, Mr. Speaker — their young people began to benefit from
training that was sponsored by the oil sands companies. Many of
them went on to become skilled tradespeople, proudly with their red
seal certification. They went to work on those big projects, and
many of those, the first generation to participate in the 1970s and
’80s, then started their own little contracting companies that grew
into larger contracting companies. Then they went, in turn, and they
expanded that cycle, that virtuous cycle of prosperity, to hire more
and more of their fellow Indigenous people, who had lived in
unemployment and too often in the despair of poverty. An amazing
story that we never hear about from people on the left who want to
shut all of it down. An amazing story about human potential being
realized, about people who otherwise would have been facing
economic despair and the social despair that goes with it.
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Earlier today the hon. the Minister of Indigenous Relations was
briefing a cabinet committee, Mr. Speaker, on some of the profound
social challenges that our Indigenous people in this province
continue to face, but while we must all redouble our efforts to work
with First Nations to tackle those issues, we acknowledge that the
best way out of issues like addiction, the trap of poverty is not a
government cheque; it’s not a handout; it is the dignity of a job.
That is what the Canadian resource industry is providing to First
Nations people.

Do you know that, overall, Indigenous people in Canada make
up 3.3 per cent of the labour force, but they make up 7.4 per cent of
the oil and gas workforce? The rate of employment for Indigenous
people in the oil and gas industry is more than twice the rate of
employment for Indigenous people broadly in the Canadian
economy. On average Indigenous Canadians generate, according to
StatsCan, an income of just over $47,000 if they’re in the
workforce, but Indigenous people working in natural gas or oil
extraction report average incomes of $144,000; those working in
pipeline transportation, incomes of $143,000. Mr. Speaker, that is
to say that Indigenous people working on building pipelines like
Coastal GasLink are on average generating incomes three times
higher than the average job that Indigenous people might have in
Canada.

This is the power of taking northern First Nations, where these
amazing resources lie below the lands that their ancestors first
inhabited, and partnering with them as partners in prosperity to
develop those resources in a responsible way. I think of great
leaders like former Fort MacKay chief Jim Boucher, who saw this
way back in the 1980s and worked with his nation to embrace the
opportunity, to make deals, dare I say — trigger warning to the NDP
— with the terrible, big oil sands companies that the NDP and the
left exist to vilify. Those companies showed great leadership and a
progressive spirit of partnering.

Not perfectly. There have been points of tension and disagreement,
missed opportunities as the industry and Indigenous communities
have worked their way through these issues over the past 40 years.
There have been, we must admit. There have been environmental
issues and concerns. We acknowledge the special historical
responsibility of Indigenous people as custodians of the land and
the waters and the forests and the wildlife, which their ancestors
have had a special connection to. We appreciate the knowledge and
advice of Indigenous elders and knowledge keepers in ensuring that
resource development happens in an environmentally sustainable
way.

All of those things are true, but it’s equally true that that Fort
MacKay First Nation, to take one example, went from 90 per cent
unemployment to 90 per cent employment as a magnificent example
of a marriage between the aspirations for economic independence
of Indigenous people and the vision of our resource companies. I’d
like to think that the government has played a facilitative role, is
increasingly doing so, for example, through the Alberta Indigenous
Opportunities Corporation under the hon. minister’s capable
leadership.

Mr. Speaker, here’s the point. You take away the oil and the gas,
you block all the pipelines, you adopt policies like the one I just
read from the NDP, you take the negative, antidevelopment, anti oil
and gas, anti economic growth ideology of the left, you impose that
on the great natural resource industries — the mines, the lumber, the
oil and gas, the pipelines — of northern Canada, and what do you
do? You drive tens of thousands of Indigenous people back into
poverty just when a new era of prosperity is beckoning.

That era of prosperity is represented more than anything by the
potential of liquefied natural gas exports. Canada: third-largest oil
reserves, proven and probable, in the world, right here in Alberta,

belonging to the people of Alberta. But we have the fifth-largest
proven and probable natural gas reserves. The world is striving to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and rightly so. I believe we have
the ace card, the ace of spades to play in the global rush to reduce
emissions. You know what it is? It is the ability to produce and
export our natural gas to global markets.

As we speak, the People’s Republic of China, the largest emitter
in the world — there is one Chinese state-owned enterprise,
PetroChina, that produces more CO2 and GHG emissions than the
entire Canadian economy. Mr. Speaker, every month China is
building more thermal coal electricity production plants. Every
month. They are increasing month after month and day after day
their emissions, driven in significant measure by coal-fired power.
Every incremental unit of clean Alberta and B.C., Canadian,
liquefied natural gas that we can get to Asian markets in places like
China and India is a proportionate unit of converting electricity
production from thermal coal to natural gas, whose emission profile
is about one-half of thermal coal. If we could, in some mental
exercise, convert all of the thermal coal power production in Asia
tomorrow to natural gas, we would no longer be talking about the
challenge of global emissions, the urgency. We would see a
massive global step-down in GHG emissions overnight.

3:30

This is part of the climate imperative. Why doesn’t the NDP
understand that? Why are they opposed to Coastal GasLink? Why
are they standing in the way of LNG projects? Why are they
ignoring the wishes of First Nations to benefit from those job-
creating projects, Mr. Speaker? Why? Why did they send MLAs
out in front of this Legislature 18 months ago to join a ragtag group
of extremists from Extinction Rebellion, groups that have explicitly
endorsed the use of violent tactics through eco terrorism? Why did
they have MLAs out there, where thousands of people were
chanting, “No oil, no gas, and no pipelines”? Why would they, in a
province 25 per cent of whose economy, 30 per cent of whose jobs
are connected to this industry, take that position?

Now, with respect to Coastal GasLink on LNG, Mr. Speaker,
Coastal GasLink is a pipeline being constructed by a great Alberta
company, TC Energy, to take gas produced primarily now in
northeastern British Columbia and ship it about 600 kilometres
down towards Kitimat in the Haisla First Nation territory, passing
through, as I say, the traditional territories of about 20 First Nations.
The terminus would be the LNG Canada project that is being built
concurrently.

Now, LNG Canada is a consortium led by Shell, with the
participation of, I think, half a dozen other major companies, and it
alone represents a $36 billion capital investment, which is the
largest private-sector investment in the history of the Canadian
economy. On top of that, CGL, Coastal GasLink, is about a $6.4
billion project, so together, between the pipeline and the export
facility, we’re talking $42 billion of investment — $42 billion — and
that does not even begin to account for the upstream exploration
and production value and jobs that will be created.

Now, some may say: “Well, this is all about B.C. Where does
Alberta come into this?” Well, Mr. Speaker, gas markets, of course,
are fungible, and most of the producers that will be developing that
gas in the Duvernay, Montney, up in there in the Peace Country of
British Columbia, operate on both sides of the border. Every extra
bef of natural gas we can ship off the coast: it doesn’t matter which
side of the Alberta-B.C. border it comes from; the higher the price
will be, the greater demand there will be, and the more market space
it opens up for the gas produced on the eastern side of the
interprovincial border. We’re in it together. It’s a fungible, totally
integrated, connected market.
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Here’s another key point. LNG Canada — I mean, this project, the
$36 billion plus CGL’s $6 billion, represents the first train, the first
major export unit. Mr. Speaker, many believe — and I was just
speaking to the folks at TC Energy — that once that project is
commissioned, the proponents will be able to move that up to three,
maybe four trains, quadrupling the volume of LNG shipments. That
would be worth billions of dollars a year for the Canadian economy
and would begin to draw off gas produced on the Alberta side, good
for royalties, which, in turn, is good for schools and hospitals, gives
the Finance minister more money to spend, pay down that deficit.
Yeah. First of all, let’s do that.

You know, by the way, all of those hard-working hoteliers and
restaurant owners and equipment operators and small-business
people, be it in communities like Grande Prairie or Beaverlodge or
communities, yes, like Fort St. John, Mr. Speaker, all of those hard-
working small-business people will benefit from the upstream work
as well. What a great story. In the drive to include First Nations in
this great renaissance of resource development, there are incredible
contracting opportunities, I mean, billions of dollars of benefits that
will flow to First Nations.

So is it any wonder, Mr. Speaker, that — I’'m going to have to
close off with one point on LNG economics. If we can get LNG
Canada and Coastal GasLink — if the NDP fails in their effort to
block and kill Coastal GasLink and if common sense and the
democratic wishes of the First Nations prevail over the
environmental extremism of the Canadian political left, if that
happens and we get that thing built, I can assure you that Alberta
natural gas producers will come together to risk capital to build a
second pipeline. In fact, there is a project. It’s the Rockies project,
that is still conceptual. It’s a potential consortium of over a dozen
Alberta natural gas producers. We are in ongoing discussions with
that group. They’re fairly advanced in their planning. Their dream
is to build a pipeline and then consequently a liquefied natural gas
terminal off the coast of the Nisga’a First Nation, which was the
first nation in British Columbia to get a self-government agreement
with Ottawa.

By the way, the Nisga’a, Mr. Speaker, have also been great
advocates of a west coast oil pipeline. They were outraged when
Ottawa, without consultation, violated the honour of the Crown to
consult First Nations through its unilateral imposition of the tanker
ban, Bill C-48, because that has denied the Nisga’a Nation — this is
stuff you’ll never hear from the NDP because they don’t care about
Aboriginal economic rights. You’ll never hear it from their fellow
travellers in the media, the Laurentian elites, the rich, white people
in downtown Toronto, you know, their kids going out to block GO
trains because they saw some kind of a CBC story about First
Nations being opposed to this.

What a gross distortion of the truth we are hearing from our
opinion elites in this country and from so many of the political
elites. Jagmeet Singh, the leader of the NDP, is completely,
explicitly, totally opposed not just to oil pipelines but to clean natural
gas pipelines. The propaganda campaign from the green left has
persuaded many urban Canadians and some, I suppose, in
Indigenous communities to believe that Coastal GasLink is going
to be carrying bitumen or dilbit, diluted bitumen, down to the west
coast. Nothing could be further from the truth.

If there is a spill — by the way, I stand next to a former senior
official of the Canadian Energy Pipeline Association, the hon. the
Minister of Energy, and I think she can confirm for me that the safety
record for oil and gas pipelines in North America in the past several
years is, like, 99.8 per cent.

Mrs. Savage: It’s 99.999 per cent.

Mr. Kenney: It’s 99.999 per cent. I stand corrected, Mr. Speaker.

The chances of a spill or a disruption are statistically basically zero,
virtually zero. Yet, Mr. Speaker, if there is a rupture on a natural
gas pipeline, this is a product that doesn’t stay in the environment.
It doesn’t pose a risk to the safety of the water table. There is no
significant environmental risk, which was affirmed by the National
Energy Board’s approval of CGL following years of exhaustive
study.

Now, I find it passing strange, Mr. Speaker, that the NDP over
there in British Columbia and their government, Premier Horgan
and his team, are strongly in favour of Coastal GasLink and LNG
Canada, strongly in favour of more liquefied natural gas projects,
but over here their loony left cousins in the NDP are against it. You
know, I never thought I'd see a day when the B.C. NDP would
sound like the mainstream, pro-jobs, old-school New Democrats of
yore while these folks over here have sold out to the radical green
left. It’s why they were out there with Greta Thunberg and Extinction
Rebellion. It’s why they were silent in the face of David Suzuki’s
exhortation to potential violence.

3:40

This is an opportunity for us, as I say, to speak in solidarity with
the 20 First Nations in northern B.C. whose elected councils have
not just endorsed the agreement — many of them did so after having
plebiscites and having done, you know, traditional lodge meetings
within their clans. They did exhaustive multiyear consultations, and
that is what led the elected leaders to support this project.

Let me quote, for example, one of those leaders. This is Helen
Michelle, hereditary chief of the Skin Tyee Nation on the
Wet’suwet’en territory. She says: I support the resources because,
like I said, we had lots of consultation; we asked lots of questions;
we walked the very ground where the LNG project was going to go;
we’ve had lots of consultation in the last five years or so; we all
discussed it — elders, our band, all our band members — and we all
agreed; I have hereditary chiefs, too, and they’ve all agreed to
support Coastal GasLink, all 20 of these elected nations.

By the way, now let me quote Theresa Tait-Day, another
Wet’suwet’en hereditary chief, who has been pushed out of the way
by the green left’s preferred spokespeople up there. Here’s what
Theresa said: as female Wet’suwet’en members and community
leaders we want to be heard and involved in the decision-making;
that is our way; but our voices are not being heard; we have been
working particularly with LNG and Coastal GasLink; our people
want a benefit, and they want to be able to make a decision on a
positive note; however, we’ve experienced lateral violence and
coercion since then by the five chiefs who claim to represent the
nation.

Let me quote Chief Dan George of the Burns Lake, Ts’il Kaz
Hok, Nation at Wet’suwet’en. Quote: I had our community vote on
Coastal GasLink, and 80 per cent voted in favour of the gas line, so
that gave me my marching orders to do what I needed to do to
negotiate the best deal I can for my people on the reserve; there are
few economic opportunities in northern B.C.; there’s a huge
mountain pine beetle that has devastated all of the pine in northern
B.C., and most of us First Nations have been loggers at one time or
another throughout our lives, and there’s not very much logging
left; there are very few opportunities now, and Coastal GasLink is
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Unquote. That’s one of the
Wet’suwet’en chiefs. I’ve got pages of these.

But, Mr. Speaker, when it came for the NDP to speak on this
motion, they want the prior and informed consent of the
Wet’suwet’en hereditary chiefs. Now, let’s be clear. We’re talking
about five out of dozens of hereditary chiefs who are outspokenly
opposed to this. I understand that two of them don’t even actually
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have a historical connection to the Wet’suwet’en people. In fact,
hereditary Wet’suwet’en female chiefs were pushed out of the band
office. Where are the feminists in the NDP speaking up in their
defence? What about all of the elected female Wet’suwet’en chiefs
who have received threats of violence for standing behind their
people’s economic aspirations? When we have Hereditary Chief
Theresa Tait-Day say that she has experienced lateral violence and
coercion because of her support for the project, why isn’t the NDP
passing resolutions of solidarity for Theresa Tait-Day, who has
faced threats of violence for standing behind the democratically
elected wishes of her people?

This is upside down, Mr. Speaker, this motion that the NDP
passed. You know what it is? It’s just classic — the left can’t help
themselves. They love virtue signalling.

Many in the media have decided that this is a white hat-black hat
story, that the 80 per cent of the Wet’suwet’en who have voted for
Coastal GasLink, their opinion doesn’t count, and the only folks we
will listen to are those being supported by foreign-funded special
interests trying to land-lock not just our oil sands but also our
natural gas. The only environmental consequence of that would be
to prolong Asia’s dependance on thermal coal fired power with
higher emissions. It makes no sense for social justice. It makes no
sense for racial reconciliation. It makes no sense for climate change
and emissions reductions. It makes no sense for the Alberta
economy or working women and men in this province. Why, then,
did the NDP take that position?

They refer outrageously, Mr. Speaker, provocatively in the
motion that they passed: violence enacted against members of
Wet’suwet’en First Nation and land defenders. Land defenders: 1
see that phrase thrown around by the CBC. Land defenders
basically means upper-middle-class Caucasians from, you know,
places like Vancouver and Seattle who go up there with probably
very industrial quantities of pot and hang out pretending that they
are somehow warriors for racial justice while what they’re literally
doing is standing in the way of economic aspirations of the local
people, of the contractors from the Wet’suwet’en Nation who want
to work on the project.

The NDP refers to violence enacted by the RCMP. Violence
enacted? This is so rich with irony. The temerity of this government
to consider creating a made-in-Alberta provincial police force that
young Albertans could aspire to grow up and serve their
communities in, with First Nations for the first time in Canadian
history, Indigenous governance oversight on a provincial police
service, with integrated social services addressing addictions and
those complex social issues. We are proposing that as a possible
improvement to policing to strengthen Alberta. What does the NDP
do? They rise up in defence, they say, of the RCMP because the
RCMP union told them to. But, Mr. Speaker, the moment the
RCMP actually does its job and enforces, peacefully, nonviolently

a court order, what does the NDP do? They turn on those RCMP
constables dealing with a very difficult situation, who simply
enforced the order of a court.

Mr. Speaker, this is the NDP in this motion criticizing the police
for maintaining the rule of law and doing what they have no option
in doing, which is to enforce a court order. How could they even
aspire to be a government? Are they telling us that if we had similar
blockades here in Alberta and they were back, God forbid, on the
side of government, they would tell the police not to enforce court
orders, that the peaceful enforcement of those orders constitutes
violence? Mr. Speaker, the Alberta NDP has to pick a lane. Do they
aspire to be a responsible mainstream government focused on
economic growth and the rule of law, or are they just a loud and
cranky megaphone for the loony left? We know which lane they
picked on Coastal GasLink. It’s the latter.

In summary, I have pages and pages of endorsements for this
project from grassroots elected and hereditary leaders of the
Wet’suwet’en people. Do you know, Mr. Speaker, that in Alberta
we have 48 Alberta First Nations, 46 of whom — 46 of the 48 — have
been clearly supportive of oil extraction and development,
including pipeline construction? Forty B.C. First Nations have been
volubly in favour of natural gas development, with none opposed.

3:50

Mr. Speaker, now is the time to put meaning behind the rhetoric
of reconciliation. There is no reconciliation for people who live
perennially in poverty. There is no opportunity to mitigate the
injustices of the past as long as governments, political activists tell
First Nations that they do not have a right to participate in the
development of the resources that first belonged to their ancestors.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the Assembly to adopt this motion to express
our solidarity with brave First Nations and Indigenous people in
Canada who are seeking to move themselves forward on the path of
dignity, of self-reliance, of respect, and of prosperity.

The Acting Speaker: Thank you, hon. members.
Are there any members wishing to join debate? I see the hon.
Member for Brooks-Medicine Hat has risen.

Mrs. Frey: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I move to adjourn debate.

[Motion to adjourn debate carried]

The Acting Speaker: I see the hon. Member for Brooks-Medicine
Hat has risen again.

Mrs. Frey: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s been a long week, and I
know we are looking forward to being back here next week. I move
to adjourn the House until 1:30 p.m. on Monday, December 6.

[Motion carried; the Assembly adjourned at 3:52 p.m.]
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Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2020 ¢10 ]

Bill 21* — Provincial Administrative Penalties Act (Schweitzer)
First Reading — 1125 (Jun. 4, 2020 aft., passed)
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First Reading — 1494 (Jun. 18, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 1719-35 (Jul. 6, 2020 eve., passed)
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Royal Assent — (Jul. 29, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on various dates; SA 2020 c28 ]

Bill 33* — Alberta Investment Attraction Act (Fir)
First Reading — 1760-61 (Jul. 7, 2020 aft., passed)
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2363-65 (Jul. 23, 2020 aft., passed with amendments)
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Committee of the Whole — 3679-85 (Dec. 1, 2020 eve., passed)
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Committee of the Whole — 3048-51 (Nov. 4, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 3072 (Nov. 5, 2020 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020; SA 2020 cN-3.6 ]

Bill 43 — Financing Alberta’s Strategic Transportation Act (Mclver)
First Reading — 2956 (Nov. 3, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 3150-64 (Nov. 17, 2020 aft.), 3276-80 (Nov. 18, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3594-3605 (Nov. 30, 2020 eve.), 3687-3700 (Dec. 2, 2020 morn.), 3721-33 (Dec. 2, 2020 aft.), 3751-53 (Dec. 2,
2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 3784-88 (Dec. 3, 2020 aft., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020; SA 2020 cF-13.5 ]

Bill 44 — Financial Statutes Amendment Act, 2020 (Toews)
First Reading — 2956 (Nov. 3, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 3115-21 (Nov. 16, 2020 eve.), 3354-57 (Nov. 23, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3591-93 (Nov. 30, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 3685 (Dec. 1, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020; SA 2020 ¢33 ]

Bill 45 — Local Authorities Election Amendment Act, 2020 (No. 2) (Allard)
First Reading — 3006 (Nov. 4, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 3175-79 (Nov. 17, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3525-29 (Nov. 25, 2020 eve.), 3654-65 (Dec. 1, 2020 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 3685 (Dec. 1, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force January 1, 2021; SA 2020 c38 ]

Bill 46 — Health Statutes Amendment Act, 2020 (No. 2) (Shandro)
First Reading — 3071 (Nov. 5, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 3176-92 (Nov. 17, 2020 eve.), 3342-54 (Nov. 23, 2020 eve.), 3459-65 (Nov. 25, 2020 morn.), 3614-22 (Nov. 30, 2020 eve.),
3675-76 (Dec. 1, 2020 aft.), 3788-93 (Dec. 3, 2020 aft., passed on division)
Committee of the Whole — 3823-34 (Dec. 7, 2020 eve.), 3853-60 (Dec. 8, 2020 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 3869 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve.), 3872-79 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020, with exceptions; SA 2020 ¢35 ]

Bill 47 — Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020 ($) (Copping)
First Reading — 3070-71 (Nov. 5, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 3192-206 (Nov. 17, 2020 eve.), 3236-45 (Nov. 18, 2020 aft.), 3367-73 (Nov. 24, 2020 morn.), 3427-41 (Nov. 24, 2020 eve.),
3445-59 (Nov. 25, 2020 morn.), 3622-28 (Nov. 30, 2020 eve.), 3630-42 (Dec. 1, 2020 morn.), 3743-51 (Dec. 2, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Committee of the Whole — 3763-70 (Dec. 3, 2020 morn.), 3893-3900 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Third Reading — 3901-02 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve.), 3910-16 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation, with exceptions; SA 2020 c32 ]



Bill 48* — Red Tape Reduction Implementation Act, 2020 (No. 2) (Hunter)
First Reading — 3096 (Nov. 16, 2020 aft, passed)
Second Reading — 3247-55 (Nov. 18, 2020 eve.), 3387-98 (Nov. 24, 2020 aft.), 3441-43 (Nov. 24, 2020 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3665-75 (Dec. 1, 2020 aft.), 3733-40 (Dec. 2, 2020 aft.), 3759-62 (Dec. 2, 2020 eve.), 3834-36 (Dec. 7, 2020 eve.),
3861-68 (Dec. 8, 2020 aft., passed on division)
Third Reading — 3869-70 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve.), 3879-86 (Dec. 8, 2020 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on December 9, 2020, with exceptions; SA 2020 c39 ]

Bill 499* — Labour Mobility Act (Kenney)
First Reading — 5647 (Oct. 25, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 5680-95 (Oct. 26, 2021 aft.), 5709-17 (Oct. 26, 2021 eve.), 5728-37 (Oct. 27, 2021 morn.), 5802-07 (Oct. 28, 2021 morn.),
5951-61 (Nov. 2, 2021 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 6175-85 (Nov. 16, 2021 eve., passed; amendments agreed to)
Third Reading — 6293-95 (Nov. 18, 2021 aft.), 6358-65 (Nov. 23, 2021 morn., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 2, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force on proclamation, except section 27, which comes into force on December 2, 2021; SA
2021 cL-0.7 ]

Bill 50 — Appropriation (Supplementary Supply) Act, 2020 ($) (Toews)
First Reading — 3502 (Nov. 25, 2020 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 3545-52 (Nov. 26, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3587-91 (Nov. 30, 2020 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 3677-79 (Dec. 1, 2020 eve.), 3685 (Dec. 1, 2020 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020; SA 2020 ¢29 ]

Bill 51*% — Citizen Initiative Act (Madu)
First Reading — 4058 (Mar. 16, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4340-41 (Apr. 7, 2021 aft.), 4567-73 (Apr. 14, 2021 eve.), 4690-97 (Apr. 20, 2021 afi., passed on division)
Committee of the Whole — 5159-86 (Jun. 2, 2021 eve., passed with amendments)
Third Reading — 5398-5401 (Jun. 9, 2021 afi., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2021 ¢C-13.2 ]

Bill 52 — Recall Act (Madu)
First Reading — 4028-29 (Mar. 15, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4633-42 (Apr. 19, 2021 eve.), 4846-58 (May 25, 2021 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 5403-24 (Jun. 9, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 5542-48 (Jun. 15, 2021 aft., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2021 cR-5.7 ]

Bill 53 — Service Alberta Statutes (Virtual Meetings) Amendment Act, 2021 (Glubish)
First Reading — 3971 (Mar. 9, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4043-44 (Mar. 15, 2021 aft.), 4129-30 (Mar. 18, 2021 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 4245-49 (Mar. 24, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 4252-53 (Mar. 24, 2021 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Mar. 26, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force August 15, 2020, except for section 5, which comes into force March
26,2021; SA 2021 ¢3 ]

Bill 54 — Irrigation Districts Amendment Act, 2021 (Dreeshen)
First Reading — 3992 (Mar. 10, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4212-14 (Mar. 24, 2021 aft.), 4291-4302 (Apr. 6, 2021 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 4361-66 (Apr. 7, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 4396-99 (Apr. 8, 2021 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (4pr. 22, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force April 22, 2021; SA 2021 c5 ]



Bill 55 — College of Alberta School Superintendents Act (LaGrange)
First Reading — 3979 (Mar. 9, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4044-45 (Mar. 15, 2021 aft.), 4107-10 (Mar. 17, 2021 aft.), 4302-08 (Apr. 6, 2021 aft.), 4453-56 (Apr. 12, 2021 eve.,
passed)
Committee of the Whole — 4594-601 (Apr. 15, 2021 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 4788-93 (Apr. 21, 2021 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Apr. 22, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2021 cC-18.8 ]

Bill 56 — Local Measures Statutes Amendment Act, 2021 (Mclver)
First Reading — 4005 (Mar. 11, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4045 (Mar. 15, 2021 aft.), 4309-17 (Apr. 6, 2021 eve.), 4342-60 (Apr. 7, 2021 aft.), 4367-82 (Apr. 7, 2021 eve.), 4400-04
(Apr. 8, 2021 aft.), 4435-53 (Apr. 12, 2021 eve.), 4657-63 (Apr. 19, 2021 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 4877-83 (May 25, 2021 eve.), 4953-58 (May 26, 2021 eve.), 4970 (May 27, 2021 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 5186-87 (Jun. 2, 2021 eve.), 5297-5302 (Jun. 8, 2021 morn.), 5439-41 (Jun. 10, 2021 morn.), 5579-85 (Jun. 16, 2021 morn.,
passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on various dates; SA 2021 c11 ]

Bill 57* — Metis Settlements Amendment Act, 2021 (Wilson)
First Reading — 4005 (Mar. 11, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4045-46 (Mar. 15, 2021 aft.), 4501-12 (Apr. 13, 2021 eve.), 4573-80 (Apr. 14, 2021 eve., passed on division)
Committee of the Whole — 4743-52 (Apr. 21, 2021 aft.), 4883-88 (May 25, 2021 eve.), 4971-77 (May 27, 2021 aft., passed, amendments
agreed to)
Third Reading — 5189-95 (Jun. 3, 2021 morn.), 5222 (Jun. 3, 2021 aft., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on various dates; SA 2021 c12 ]

Bill 58 — Freedom to Care Act (Aheer)
First Reading — 4180 (Mar. 23, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4214-15 (Mar. 24, 2021 aft.), 4456 (Apr. 12, 2021 eve.), 4560-67 (Apr. 14, 2021 eve.), 4682-90 (Apr. 20, 2021 aft.),
4726-27 (Apr. 20, 2021 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 5343-52 (Jun. 8, 2021 eve.), 5496-5507 (Jun. 14, 2021 eve.), 5549-60 (Jun. 15, 2021 eve.), 5585 (Jun. 16, 2021
morn.), 5599-5603 (Jun. 16, 2021 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 5603-08 (Jun. 16, 2021 aft.), 5609-13 (Jun. 16, 2021 aft.), 5622-25 (Jun. 16, 2021 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force September 1, 2021; SA 2021 cF-25.4 ]

Bill 59 — Appropriation (Supplementary Supply) Act, 2021 ($) (Toews)
First Reading — 4083 (Mar. 16, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4099-4102 (Mar. 17, 2021 aft.), 4110-15 (Mar. 17, 2021 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 4130-38 (Mar. 18, 2021 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 4215-20 (Mar. 24, 2021 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (Mar. 26, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force March 26, 2021; SA 2021 c2 ]

Bill 60 — Appropriation Act, 2021 ($) (Toews)
First Reading — 4099 (Mar. 17, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4180-99 (Mar. 23, 2021 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 4220-33 (Mar. 24, 2021 aft.), 4249-52 (Mar. 24, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 4268-76 (Mar. 25, 2021 aft., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Mar. 26, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force March 26, 2021; SA 2021 c1 ]

Bill 61 — Vital Statistics Amendment Act, 2021 (Glubish)
First Reading — 4150 (Mar. 22, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4341-42 (Apr. 7, 2021 aft.), 4512-13 (Apr. 13, 2021 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 4752-59 (Apr. 21, 2021 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 4793-94 (Apr. 21, 2021 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (4pr. 22, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force April 22, 2021, with sections 2(a), 5, 9 and 10 coming into force on proclamation; SA
2021 ¢7]



Bill 62 — Red Tape Reduction Implementation Act, 2021 (Hunter)
First Reading — 4393-94 (Apr. 8, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4675-82 (Apr. 20, 2021 aft.), 4760-61 (Apr. 21, 2021 aft.), 4759 (Apr. 21, 2021 aft.), 5011-19 (May 31, 2021 eve.), 5106-11
(Jun. 1, 2021 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 5124-31 (Jun. 2, 2021 morn), 5199-207 (Jun. 3, 2021 morn., passed)
Third Reading — 5222-23 (Jun. 3, 2021 aft.), 5291-97 (Jun. 8, 2021 morn.), 5367-74 (Jun. 9, 2021 morn.), 5430-33 (Jun. 10, 2021 morn.,
passed)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on various dates; SA 2021 ¢16 ]

Bill 63 — Police (Street Checks and Carding) Amendment Act, 2021 (Madu)
First Reading — 4340 (Apr. 7, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4699-704 (Apr. 20, 2021 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 5074-81 (Jun. 1, 2021 aft.), 5083 (Jun. 1, 2021 eve.), 5144-54 (Jun. 2, 2021 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 5456-59 (Jun. 10, 2021 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2021 c14 ]

Bill 64 — Public Lands Amendment Act, 2021 (Nixon, JJ)
First Reading — 4416 (Apr. 12, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4475-87 (Apr. 13, 2021 aft.), 4547-60 (Apr. 14, 2021 eve.), 4642-57 (Apr. 19, 2021 eve.), 4821-32 (May 25, 2021 morn.),
4858-62 (May 25, 2021 aft.), 4864-71 (May 25, 2021 eve., passed on division)
Committee of the Whole — 4871-77 (May 25, 2021 eve.), 4890-4900 (May 26, 2021 morn.), 4931-34 (May 26, 2021 aft.), 4935-37 (May 26,
2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 4938-44 (May 26, 2021 eve.), 4946-53 (May 26, 2021 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (May 27, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force May 27, 2021; SA 2021 ¢8 ]

Bill 65 — Health Statutes Amendment Act, 2021 (Shandro)
First Reading — 4394 (Apr. 8, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4526-35 (Apr. 14, 2021 aft.), 4759-60 (Apr. 21, 2021 aft.), 4766-79 (Apr. 21, 2021 eve.), 4809-17 (Apr. 22, 2021 afi.,
passed)
Committee of the Whole — 5064-74 (Jun. 1, 2021 afi.., passed)
Third Reading — 5283-88 (Jun. 7, 2021 eve.), 5257 (Jun. 7, 2021 eve.), 5363-67 (Jun. 9, 2021 morn., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force June 17, 2021, except sections 1, 3 and 7, which come into force on
proclamation; SA 2021 ¢10 |

Bill 66 — Public Health Amendment Act, 2021 (Shandro)
First Reading — 4416 (Apr. 12, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4487-88 (Apr. 13, 2021 aft.), 4489-501 (Apr. 13, 2021 eve.), 4535-46 (Apr. 14, 2021 aft.),4704-19 (Apr. 20, 2021 eve.),
4779-88 (Apr. 21, 2021 eve.), 4900-4904 (May 26, 2021 morn., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 5083-97 (Jun. 1, 2021 eve.), 5338-43 (Jun. 8, 2021 eve.), 5507 (Jun. 14, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 5570-75 (Jun. 15, 2021 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation, with exceptions; SA 2021 c15 ]

Bill 67 — Skilled Trades and Apprenticeship Education Act (Nicolaides)
First Reading — 4468 (Apr. 13, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4593-94 (Apr. 15, 2021 aft.), 4719-26 (Apr. 20, 2021 eve.), 5097-5106 (Jun. 1, 2021 eve.), 5113-24 (Jun. 2, 2021 morn.,
passed)
Committee of the Whole — 5272-83 (Jun. 7, 2021 eve.), 5386-98 (Jun. 9, 2021 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 5433-39 (Jun. 10, 2021 morn.), 5459 (Jun. 10, 2021 aft., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2021 c¢S-7.88 ]

Bill 68 — Election Statutes Amendment Act, 2021 (Madu)
First Reading — 4614 (Apr. 19, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4808 (Apr. 22, 2021 aft.), 5019-32 (May 31, 2021 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 5154-57 (Jun. 2, 2021 aft), 5159 (Jun. 2, 2021 eve, passed)
Third Reading — 5195-99 (Jun. 3, 2021 morn.), 5222 (Jun. 3, 2021 aft., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on proclamation, except section 1, which has effect January 1, 2021;
SA 2021 ¢9]



Bill 69 — Miscellaneous Statutes Amendment Act, 2021 (Nixon, JJ)
First Reading — 4592 (Apr. 15, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 5288-89 (Jun. 7, 2021 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 5424 (Jun. 9, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 5424 (Jun. 9, 2021 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force on various dates; SA 2021 ¢13 ]

Bill 70 — COVID-19 Related Measures Act (Gotfried)
First Reading — 4806 (Apr. 22, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 5331-38 (Jun. 8, 2021 eve.), 5357-63 (Jun. 9, 2021 morn.), 5425-30 (Jun. 10, 2021 morn.), 5485-96 (Jun. 14, 2021 eve.),
5516-22 (Jun. 15, 2021 morn.), 5536-42 (Jun. 15, 2021 aft., passed on division)
Committee of the Whole — 5560-64 (Jun. 15, 2021 eve.), 5568-70 (Jun. 15, 2021 eve.), 5615-20 (Jun. 16, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 5620-21 (Jun. 16, 2021 eve.), 5625-31 (Jun. 16, 2021 eve., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force March 1, 2020; SA 2021 ¢C-31.3 ]

Bill 71 — Employment Standards (COVID-19 Vaccination Leave) Amendment Act, 2021 (Copping)
First Reading — 4763 (Apr. 21, 2021 eve., passed)
Second Reading — 4763-64 (Apr. 21, 2021 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 4764-65 (Apr. 21, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 4766 (Apr. 21, 2021 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Apr. 22, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force April 21, 2021; SA 2021 c4 ]

Bill 72 — Preserving Canada's Economic Prosperity Act (Savage)
First Reading — 4844 (May 25, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 4916-29 (May 26, 2021 aft.), 5032-37 (May 31, 2021 eve.), 5046-51 (Jun. 1, 2021 morn.), 5039-45 (Jun. 1, 2021 morn.),
5189 (Jun. 3, 2021 morn.), 5221-22 (Jun. 3, 2021 aft., passed on division)
Committee of the Whole — 5352-56 (Jun. 8, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 5455-56 (Jun. 10, 2021 aft., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force May 1, 2021; SA 2021 cP-21.51 ]

Bill 73 — Infrastructure Accountability Act (Panda)
First Reading — 5647 (Oct. 25, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 5675-79 (Oct. 26, 2021 aft.), 5697-5709 (Oct. 26, 2021 eve.), 5719-28 (Oct. 27, 2021 morn.), 6011-23 (Nov. 3, 2021 eve.),
6099-6104 (Nov. 15, 2021 eve.), 6185-86 (Nov. 16, 2021 eve.), 6202-05 (Nov. 17, 2021 morn.), 6274-80 (Nov. 18, 2021 morn., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 6691-6703 (Dec. 1, 2021 aft., adjourned)

Bill 74 — Advanced Education Statutes Amendment Act, 2021 (Nicolaides)
First Reading — 5673 (Oct. 26, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 5773-93 (Oct. 27, 2021 eve.), 5807-12 (Oct. 28, 2021 morn.), 5826-34 (Oct. 28, 2021 aft.), 5895-5908 (Nov. 2, 2021 morn.),
6027 (Nov. 3, 2021 eve., passed on division)
Committee of the Whole — 6230-40 (Nov. 17, 2021 aft.), 6241-44 (Nov. 17, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 6421-30 (Nov. 24, 2021 morn., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 2, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force December 2, 2021, except section 1, which comes into force on proclamation; SA 2021
cl7]

Bill 75 — Arts Professions Recognition Act (Orr)
First Reading — 5673-74 (Oct. 26, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 5752-71 (Oct. 27, 2021 aft.), 5936-39 (Nov. 2, 2021 aft.), 5963-70 (Nov. 3, 2021 morn.), 6023-27 (Nov. 3, 2021 eve.),
6061-70 (Nov. 4, 2021 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 6226-30 (Nov. 17, 2021 aft.), 6341-49 (Nov. 22, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 6607-08 (Nov. 30, 2021 morn.), 6628-37 (Nov. 30, 2021 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 2, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force December 2, 2021; SA 2021 cA-44.2 ]


https://cP-21.51

Bill 76 — Captive Insurance Companies Act (Toews)
First Reading — 5750 (Oct. 27, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 5825-26 (Oct. 28, 2021 aft.), 5944-51 (Nov. 2, 2021 eve.), 5986-6003 (Nov. 3, 2021 afi.), 6145-52 (Nov. 16, 2021 aft.,
passed)
Committee of the Whole — 6415-20 (Nov. 23, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 6498-6505 (Nov. 25, 2021 morn., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 2, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2021 cC-2.4 ]

Bill 77 — Municipal Government (Restoring Tax Accountability) Amendment Act, 2021 (Mclver)
First Reading — 5823-24 (Oct. 28, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 5928-36 (Nov. 2, 2021 aft.), 6039-48 (Nov. 4, 2021 morn.), 6112-17 (Nov. 15, 2021 eve.), 6244-50 (Nov. 17, 2021 eve.,
passed)
Committee of the Whole — 6349-51 (Nov. 22, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 6665-73 (Dec. 1, 2021 morn., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 2, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2021 ¢22 ]

Bill 78 — Alberta Housing Amendment Act, 2021 (Pon)
First Reading — 5845-46 (Nov. 1, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 6029-39 (Nov. 4, 2021 morn.), 6126-32 (Nov. 16, 2021 morn.), 6187-97 (Nov. 17, 2021 morn.), 6335-41 (Nov. 22, 2021
eve.), 6582-95 (Nov. 29, 2021 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 6753-59 (Dec. 2, 2021 morn., adjourned on amendment)

Bill 79 — Trails Act (Nixon, JJ)
First Reading — 5919 (Nov. 2, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 6104-12 (Nov. 15, 2021 eve.), 6460-66 (Nov. 24, 2021 afi.), 6650-64 (Nov. 30, 2021 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 6716-25 (Dec. 1, 2021 eve., adjourned on amendment)

Bill 80 — Red Tape Reduction Implementation Act, 2021 (No. 2) (Fir)
First Reading — 6060 (Nov. 4, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 6119-26 (Nov. 16, 2021 morn.), 6353-58 (Nov. 23, 2021 morn.), 6436-38 (Nov. 24, 2021 morn.), 6569-74 (Nov. 29, 2021
eve.), 6597-6607 (Nov. 30, 2021 morn.), 6673-80 (Dec. 1, 2021 morn., passed on division)
Committee of the Whole — 6725-31 (Dec. 1, 2021 eve., adjourned on amendment)

Bill 81 — Election Statutes Amendment Act, 2021 (No. 2) (Madu)
First Reading — 6060 (Nov. 4, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 6144-45 (Nov. 16, 2021 aft.), 6167-75 (Nov. 16, 2021 eve.), 6405-14 (Nov. 23, 2021 eve.), 6480-87 (Nov. 24, 2021 eve.),
6575-82 (Nov. 29, 2021 eve.), 6642-50 (Nov. 30, 2021 eve.), 6703-10 (Dec. 1, 2021 aft.), 6733-40 (Dec. 1, 2021 eve., passed)

Bill 82 — Mineral Resource Development Act (Savage)
First Reading — 6060 (Nov. 4, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 6152-65 (Nov. 16, 2021 aft.), 6261-68 (Nov. 18, 2021 morn., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 6493-98 (Nov. 25, 2021 morn., passed)
Third Reading — 6527-33 (Nov. 25, 2021 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 2, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2021 ¢cM-16.8 ]

Bill 83 — Environmental Protection and Enhancement Amendment Act, 2021 (Nixon, JJ)
First Reading — 6084 (Nov. 15, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 6250-58 (Nov. 17, 2021 eve.), 6268-74 (Nov. 18, 2021 morn.., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 6466-70 (Nov. 24, 2021 aft.), 6471-73 (Nov. 24, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 6505-11 (Nov. 25, 2021 morn., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 2, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force December 2, 2021; SA 2021 c21 ]



Bill 84 — Business Corporations Amendment Act, 2021 (Glubish)
First Reading — 6084 (Nov. 15, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 6392-97 (Nov. 23, 2021 aft.), 6430-36 (Nov. 24, 2021 morn., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 6620-28 (Nov. 30, 2021 aft.), 6746-50 (Dec. 2, 2021 morn., passed)
Third Reading — 6750-53 (Dec. 2, 2021 morn., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 2, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2021 c18 ]

Bill 85 — Education Statutes (Students First) Amendment Act, 2021 (LaGrange)
First Reading — 6143 (Nov. 16, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 6399-6405 (Nov. 23, 2021 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 6473-80 (Nov. 24, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 6487-91 (Nov. 24, 2021 eve.), 6524-27 (Nov. 25, 2021 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 2, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2021 ¢19 ]

Bill 86 — Electricity Statutes Amendment Act, 2021 (Nally)
First Reading — 6218 (Nov. 17, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 6449-60 (Nov. 24, 2021 aft., passed)

Bill 87 — Electoral Divisions (Calgary-Bhullar-McCall) Amendment Act, 2021 (Nixon, JJ)
First Reading — 6620 (Nov. 30, 2021 aft., passed)
Second Reading — 6711-16 (Dec. 1, 2021 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 6731 (Dec. 1, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 6741-46 (Dec. 2, 2021 morn., passed, division deferred), 6772-73 (Dec. 2, 2021 aft., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 2, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force December 2, 2021; SA 2021 ¢20 ]

Bill 201 — Strategic Aviation Advisory Council Act (Gotfried)
First Reading — 62 (Feb. 27, 2020 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 136
(Mar. 5, 2020 aft., reported to Assembly; proceeded with)
Second Reading — 914-26 (Jun. 1, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 1156-61 (Jun. 8, 2020 aft.), 1337-47 (Jun. 15, 2020 aft, passed)
Third Reading — 1514-22 (Jun. 22, 2020 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 26, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 31, 2020; SA 2020 ¢S-19.8 ]

Bill 202 — Conflicts of Interest (Protecting the Rule of Law) Amendment Act, 2020 (Ganley)
First Reading — 136 (Mar. 5, 2020 aft., passed; referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 1149-56
(Jun. 2, 2020 aft., Committee recommendation that Bill not proceed repoted to Assembly), 1156 (Jun. 8, 2020 aft., debate on concurrence
motion; not proceeded with on division)

Bill 203 — Pension Protection Act (Gray)
First Reading — 1148 (Jun. 8, 2020 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 1839
(Jul. 8, 2020 aft., reported to Assembly; not proceeded with)

Bill 204 — Voluntary Blood Donations Repeal Act (Yao)
First Reading — 1839 (Jul. 8, 2020 aft., passed; referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 2288
(Jul. 22, 2020 aft., reported to Assembly; proceeded with)
Second Reading — 2379-93 (Jul. 27, 2020 aft., passed on division)
Committee of the Whole — 2720-33 (Oct. 26, 2020 aft.), 2908-09 (Nov. 2, 2020 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 3096-3103 (Nov. 16, 2020 aft., passed on divison)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020; SA 2020 c41 ]

Bill 205* — Genocide Remembrance, Condemnation and Prevention Month Act (Singh)
First Reading — 2718 (Oct. 26, 2020 aft., passed; referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 3070
(Nov. 5, 2020 aft., reported to Assembly; proceeded with)
Second Reading — 3103-08 (Nov. 16, 2020 aft.), 3307-14 (Nov. 23, 2020 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3813-14 (Dec. 7, 2020 aft.), 3948-59 (Mar. 8, 2021 aft.), 4036-37 (Mar. 15, 2021 aft., passed with amendments)
Third Reading — 4158-64 (Mar. 22, 2021 aft., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Mar. 26, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force January 1, 2021; SA 2021 ¢G-5.4 ]



Bill 206 — Property Rights Statutes Amendment Act, 2020 (Frey)
First Reading — 2827 (Oct. 28, 2020 afi., passed; referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills),
3223-24 (Nov. 18, 2020 aft, reported to Assembly; proceeded with)
Second Reading — 3314-21 (Nov. 23, 2020 aft.), 4037-42 (Mar. 15, 2021 aft.), 4417-19 (Apr. 12, 2021 aft., passed on division), 4419 (Apr. 12,
2021 aft., referred to Select Special Committee on Real Property Rights)

Bill 207* — Reservists' Recognition Act (Rutherford)
First Reading — 3224 (Nov. 18, 2020 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 3719
(Dec. 2, 2020 aft., reported to Assembly; proceeded with)
Second Reading — 4419-29 (Apr. 12, 2021 aft.), 4616-20 (Apr. 19, 2021 aft., passed on division)
Committee of the Whole — 5476-79 (Jun. 14, 2021 aft.), 5653-56 (Oct. 25, 2021 aft.), 5850-59 (Nov. 1, 2021 aft., passed,; amendments agreed
to)
Third Reading — 6088-96 (Nov. 15, 2021 aft., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 2, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force December 2, 2021; SA 2021 cR-16.6 ]

Bill 208 — Alberta Investment Management Corporation Amendment Act, 2020 (Phillips)
First Reading — 3782 (Dec. 3, 2020 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 4005
(Mar. 11, 2021 aft., Committee recommendation that Bill proceed reported to Assembly), 4029-36 (Mar. 15, 2021 aft., debate on concurrence
motion; not proceeded with on division)

Bill 209 — Cost of Public Services Transparency Act (Stephan)
First Reading — 3806-07 (Dec. 7, 2020 aft., passed; referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills),
4005 (Mar. 11, 2021 aft., reported to Assembly; proceeded with)
Second Reading — 4620 (Apr. 19, 2021 aft., adjourned)

Bill 211* — Municipal Government (Firearms) Amendment Act, 2020 (Frey)
First Reading — 3849 (Dec. 8, 2020 aft., passed), 3930 (Feb. 25, 2021 aft., moved to Government Bills and Orders)
Second Reading — 4006-15 (Mar. 11, 2021 aft.), 4102-07 (Mar. 17, 2021 aft., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 4326-28 (Apr. 6, 2021 eve., passed with amendments)
Third Reading — 4399-4400 (4pr. 8, 2021 aft., passed on division)
Royal Assent — (Apr. 22, 2021 aft.) [Comes into force on proclamation; SA 2021 c6 ]

Bill 212 — Official Sport of Alberta Act (Yaseen)
First Reading — 3849 (Dec. 8, 2020 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 4088
(Mar. 17, 2021 aft., Committee recommendation that Bill proceed reported to Assembly), 4151-58 (Mar. 22, 2021 aft., debate on concurrence
motion; proceeded with on division)

Bill 213 — Traffic Safety (Maximum Speed Limit for Provincial Freeways) Amendment Act, 2021 (Turton)
First Reading — 3992 (Mar. 10, 2021 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 4179
(Mar. 23, 2021 aft., reported to Assembly, proceeded with)

Bill 214 — Eastern Slopes Protection Act (Notley)
First Reading — 4340 (Apr. 7, 2021 aft., passed; referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Public Members' Private Bills), 4667
(Apr. 20, 2021 aft., Committee recommendation that Bill proceed reported to Assembly), 5242-49 (Jun. 7, 2021 aft., debate on concurrence
motion; proceeded with)

Bill 215 — Seniors Advocate Act (Sigurdson, L)
First Reading — 4592 (Apr. 15, 2021 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Public Members' Private Bills), 4806
(Apr. 22, 2021 aft., Committee recommendation that Bill proceed reported to Assembly), 5249-51 (Jun. 7, 2021 aft., debate on concurrence
motion), 5471-73 (Jun. 14, 2021 aft., debate on concurrence motion), 5652-53 (Oct. 25, 2021 aft., debate on concurrence motion), 5846-49
(Nov. 1, 2021 aft., debate on concurrence motion; proceeded with)



Bill 216 — Fire Prevention and Fire Services Recognition Act (Lovely)
First Reading — 4592 (Apr. 15, 2021 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Public Members' Private Bills), 4843
(May 25, 2021 aft.., reported to Assembly; proceeded with)

Bill 217 — Polish-Canadian Heritage Day Act (Williams)
First Reading — 4969-70 (May 27, 2021 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills),
5220 (Jun. 3, 2021 aft., reported to Assembly, proceeded with)
Second Reading — 5631-32 (Jun. 16, 2021 eve., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 5633 (Jun. 16, 2021 eve., passed)
Third Reading — 5633-34 (Jun. 16, 2021 eve., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force June 17,2021; SA 2021 cP-18.3 ]

Bill 218 — Provincial Parks (Protecting Park Boundaries) Amendment Act, 2021 (Schmidt)
First Reading — 4970 (May 27, 2021 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 5237
(Jun. 7, 2021 aft., Committee recommendation that Bill proceed reported to Assembly), 5473-74 (Jun. 14, 2021 aft., debate on concurrence
motion), 5653 (Oct. 25, 2021 aft., debate on concurrence motion), 5849-50 (Nov. 1, 2021 aft., debate on concurrence motion), 6084-88 (Nov.
15, 2021 aft., debate on concurrence motion, proceeded with on division)

Bill 219 — Workers’ Compensation (Expanding Presumptive Coverage) Amendment Act, 2021 (Sweet)
First Reading — 5220 (Jun. 3, 2021 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Public Members' Public Bills), 5454
(Jun. 10, 2021 afi., Committee recommendation that Bill proceed reported to Assembly), 5474-76 (Jun. 14, 2021 afi., debate on concurrence
motion), 5653 (Oct. 25, 2021 aft., debate on concurrence motion), 6316-21 (Nov. 22, 2021 aft., debate on concurrence motion; proceeded with
on division)

Bill 220 — Employment Standards (Expanding Bereavement Leave) Amendment Act, 2021 (Walker)
First Reading — 5534 (Jun. 15, 2021 aft., passed; referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 5985
(Nov. 3, 2021 aft., Committee recommendation that Bill proceed reported to Assembly, debate on concurrence motion to take place Monday,
November 15, 2021), 6321-27 (Nov. 22, 2021 aft., debate on concurrence motion; proceeded with)

Bill Pr1 — The Sisters of the Precious Blood of Edmonton Repeal Act (Williams)
First Reading — 1125 (Jun. 4, 2020 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills), 3292
(Nov. 19, 2020 aft., reported to Assembly; proceeded with)
Second Reading — 3629-30 (Dec. 1, 2020 morn., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 3740 (Dec. 2, 2020 aft., passed)
Third Reading — 3740-41 (Dec. 2, 2020 aft., passed)
Royal Assent — (Dec. 9, 2020 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force December 9, 2020; SA 2020 c42 ]

Bill Pr2 — The United Church of Canada Amendment Act, 2021 (Phillips)
First Reading — 4416-17 (Apr. 12, 2021 aft., passed, referred to the Standing Committee on Private Bills and Private Members' Public Bills),
4843-44 (May 25, 2021 aft., reported to Assembly, proceeded with)
Second Reading — 5045 (Jun. 1, 2021 morn., passed)
Committee of the Whole — 5045 (Jun. 1, 2021 morn., passed)
Third Reading — 5045-46 (Jun. 1, 2021 morn., passed)
Royal Assent — (Jun. 17, 2021 outside of House sitting) [Comes into force June 17, 2021; SA 2021 ]
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